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Remarks on the Piety of Primi- 
tive Christians, collected from 
the Doctrine and the History 
of the Scripiures. 


N this subject it is propo- 

sed to collect and arrange 

what the inspired writers have 

recorded, concerning those who 

first named the name of Christ, 

and publicly devoted themselves 

to his cause and interest in the 
world. 

From the sacred records it 
appears that the primitive Chris- 
tians were eminently pious, and 
lived under an habitual sense of 
the divine presence. It is said 
“ that they wa/xed in the fear of 
the Lord.” This supposes an 
habitual sense of the presence 
of God. Most men under the 
gospel believe that God fills all 
places with his presence, and 
there are few, who are so stupid 
48 Never to have a solemn sense 
of the being and omnipresence of 
the Deity. Every little while 
some uncommon event, some 
signal dispensation of Provi- 


dence, Suggests to almost every | 
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person, that he is under the eye 
and actually in the presence of 
God. But walking in the fear of 
the Lord implies a more constant 
sense of the divine presence 
and perfections. The primitive 
Christians were in the fear of the 
Lord all the day long, and always 
set God before their eyes. They 
maintained a deep sense of his 
all secing and heart searching 
eye, in all their daily concerns, 
whether of a secular or reli- 
gious nature. They lived in 
the habit of seeing God, not 
only in storms and tempests, and 
public and private calamities, 
but in the common course of 
his Providence. They realized 
his smiles and frowns, in every 
good they enjoyed and in every 
evil they suffered. They saw 
the finger of God and the dis+ 
plays of his perfections in all 
the common objects with which 
they were constantly surround- 
ed. They felt that they lived 
in God’s world in which he 
dwelt and governed every event. 
All those things which Aid God 
from the view of other men, 
brought him into their view 
I, 
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$2 On the Picty of Primitive Christians. 


So that wherever they went, and 
under whatever circumstances 
they were placed, their minds 
were duly made solemn with a 
pleasing, filial, reverential fear 
of the Divine Being. Like 


Noah, they walked with God. | 


Like Moses, they lived as seeing 
him who is invisible. Their 
minds were habitually fixed on 
God, the greatest and most glo- 
rious being : and surely such 
persons must have been emin- 
ently pious. God is the proper 
object of all devout and pious 
affections. Itis in view of him 
that saints exercised all that love, 
fear, fuith, hope, trust, submis- 
sion, joy and rejoicing, which 
is truly of a spiritual and divine 
nature. There is nothing, there- 
fore, so conducive to the in- 
crease of holy affections as a 
real, habitual sense of the pres- 
ence and perfections of God. 
So long, therefore, as the primi- 
tive Christians «walked in the fear 
of the Lord, their minds must 
have been solemn, their hearts 
warm and devout, and all their 
holy affections in lively exercise. 

They habiiually placed their 
views and affections upon invisi- 
ble and eternal objects. Walk- 


ing in the fear of the Lord, or 


living under a suitable sense of 
his being and perfections, would 
naturally bring the scenes and 
objects of eternity into view. 
When God appears near, eter- 
hity always appears a near and 
important reality. It was na- 
tural, therefore, for the prim- 
itive Christians, who lived near 
to God, to feel themselves near 
to eternity, and to fix their views 
and affections upon its great and 
glorious objects and scenes.— 
Accordingly, this is the account 
which is given of them: “ They 
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looked not at the things which 
are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal ; 
but the things which are not 
seen are eternal.” —“They walk- 
ed by faith, not by sight.” 
“ They had their conversation 
in heaven.” They habitually be- 
lieved the glorious state, whcre 
holy beings are collected, and 
made perfectly happy, in the 
love and enjoyment of God. 
Their hearts ascended, and 
united and conversed with them, 
while praising and glorifying 
God and the Lamb. Hence, it 
is said, “ That being risen 
with Christ, they sought those 
things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand 
of God : and that they set their 
affections on things above, not 
on things on the earth.” ‘Their 
views, desires and affections cen- 
tered in holy and heavenly ob- 
jects. They knew the thin par- 
tition between time and eternity, 
and lived by that faith which 
makes future things present, and 
invisible things visible. It was 
common for them to have such 
transporting views of eternal 
objects, and invisible realities, 
as weaker Christians do not 
have. Such views of such ob- 
jects must have been highly fa- 
vorable to a life of eminent 
piety. A sense of eternity fills 
the mind with great and solemn 
and most affecting ideas. No 
person can look on eternity, 
without a strong sensibility of 
one kind or another ; and good 
men cannot do it without having 
their hearts deeply impressed. 
The primitive Christians daily 
lived as walking on the verge of 
the invisible and eternal world. 
This must have nourished every 
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pious affection of their hearts, 
and drawn forth love, and hope, 
and joy, and every devout and 
heavenly desire towards holy 
and eternal objects. 

They were habitually detach- 
ed and weaned from the world. 
And this was a natural conse- 
quence of their living under a 
sense of eternity. In the view 
of eternity, all the objects of 
time lose their lustre, and 
sink into their proper vanity 
and insignificance. This all 
men find to be true by experi- 
ence. ‘Those who are the most 
fond of the world, and the things 
of the world, feel them all to be 
trifles, and unworthy of their 
attention, when they lie on the 
verge of time, in their own 
view, or when they happen to 
have a clear sense of the eternal 
world, They appear to saints 
in the same light in other 
circumstances. ‘Ihe primitive 
Christians, therefore, had as 
true a sense of the vanity of the 
world, as they had of the pres- 
ence of God, and of eternal life. 
Hence they are represented as 
setting light by all earthly objets. 
It is said, “they were crucified to 
the world, and the world to them 
by the cross of Christ.” “ Tho’ 
they were poor ; yet they made 
many rich ; and, though they 
had nothing ; yet they possess- 
ed all things.” It is said, that 
“they took the spoiling of their 
goods joyfully, knowing that 
they had in heaven a better and 
more enduring substance.” That 
‘in their deep poverty they a- 
bounded in the riches of their 
liberality.” And, indeed, their 
whole history represents them 
aS Tenouncing the world and 
the things of the world, as soon 
as they embraced Christianity. 


They readily gave up every 
earthly enjoyment which stood 
in the way of their following 
Christ, and promoting his cause 
and interest in the world. Men 
never give up the world freely 
and habitually, until they have 
found a superior good. Hence 
a hearty and habitual renuncia- 
tion of the world isa mark of 
peculiar piety. The primitive 
Christians must have loved God 
and Christ and divine objects 
much, or they would not other- 
wise have cheerfully renounced 
the men and things of the world, 
and taken up their cross, and 
lived a life of great and con- 
stant self-denial. We think of 
the primitive Christians, as a 
number of poor, despised, self- 
denied pilgrims and strangers, 
who were willing to suffer the 
loss of all things, that they might 
win Christ, and be happy with 
him for ever. It is difficult for 
us, at this day, to conceive a 
stronger mark of eminent piety, 
than that weanedness from the 
world,which the primitive Chris- 
tians so strikingly displayed thro’ 
the whole course of their lives. 

Their eminent piety no less 
appeared in their peculiar at- 
tachment to the cause of Christ, 
They were so attached to reli- 
gion, that they felt a peculiar 
love to all who manifested a pe- 
culiar regard to the gospel. The 
friends of Christ were their 
friends, and they loved them as 
their own souls. We read,— 
“ The multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and 
one soul.” This was not a self- 
ish, but a disinterested affection. 
They loved one another, because 
they were mutually engaged to 
promote the kingdom of Christ. 








Hence they united in their 






















t 
' 
; 
; 


. 2 tgrtw eis - 
we 


> 4 * ees 
oe Pty se eo tes 


—— 


—— Sei 


a SO 4 


pee 


# a 
i} a) 
PR PY ai 
i 

a) | 
Ae 

# 


ae 


$e. 


8 


, y 
if (r ¥ 
be 4 
BF ie 
er, , 
BaP 
{ 
A) 5 ' ' 
ti i 
It}, 
ARH 
mt 
; 
F 
‘ 
} 
i) 
4 
hi 


{ 
\ 


Se 


ate 
. : 


84 


prayers and exertions to pro- 
mote the cause of Christ, by in- 
creasing the number of his true 
disciples. Accordingly it is 
said, “ Then they that gladly 
received the word were bap- 
tized—and, they continued sted- 
fastly in the Apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers 3 and 
fear came upon every soul; and 
the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved.” 
This practice continued,and was 
attended with the same happy 
consequence. For while all 
“the churches in Jude2, and 
Galilee, and Samaria, walked in 
the fear of the Lord, and in the 
comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
they were multiplied.” We find, 
by the history of the primitive 
Christians, that they made it 
their chief business to promote 
the salvation of sinners, to en- 
large the church of Christ, and 
in that way, promote his cause 
and kingdom in the world. This 
Was a strong evidence, that they 
really loved religion, and had 
large measures of grace. It is 
the same kind of evidence, that 
a man gives, that he is heartily 
pursuing any object, when he is 
willing to exert himself, to pro- 
mote it, and has a peculiar af- 
fection to all who are equally 
engaged to attain it. The 
primitive Christians convinced 
the world, that religion was 
their grand object, to promote 
the cause of Christ was their 
main business, and to see it pro- 
moted was their highest joy. 
These ancient Christians con- 
stantly endeavored to grow in 
grace. The more grace they 
possessed, the more they desir- 
ed. It was an object with them 
to make adyances in holiness, 
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and to go forward instead of 
backward in religion. This 
idea is suggested in this text— 
‘“ Then had the churches rest 
throughout all Judea, and Gali- 
lee, and Samaria, and were edif- 
ed.” They were built up in 
their most holy faith. - They 
grew in grace, and became more 
and more conformed to the mo- 
ral image of God. This is not 
strange. For,though the doors 
of the temple were shut against 
them, and they were driven into 
corners for fear of the Jews; 
yet, they made their own houses 
a Bethel, where they seriously 
and joyfully worshipped God in 
a social manner. Instead of 
neglecting precious seasons and 
opportunities of public worship, 
they ran all hazards to enjoy 
them, and gladly heard the 
words of life, and received the 
truth in love. They lived by 
faith, and therefore felt their 
need of having the great objects 
of faith continually set before 
them. What they heard did 
them good. As -they desired 
the sincere milk of the word, so 
they grew thereby, and flourish- 
ed under the influence of divine 
care and cultivation. For they 
said, “ Though our outward 
man perish, yet the inward man 
is renewed day by day,” and 
“ This one thing they did; for- 
getting those things which were 
behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which were before, 
they pressed toward the mark, 
for the ptize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.” They 
were not satisfied with any pre- 
sent attainments in holiness ; 
but constantly hungered and 
thirsted after righteousness, that 
they might be filled with all the 
fullness of God, With such 
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desires, and under such circum- 
stances as they were placed, they 
must have made great progress 
in the divine life, and been emi- 
nently holy, and devout, and 
fruitful Christians ; bringing 
forth some thirty, some sixty, 
and some an hundred fold. 

To bring these remarks to a 
conclusion. The primitive 
Christians lived in longing and 
ardent desires, after the enjoy- 
ments of heaven. They did not 
wish that they might be excused 
from entering soon into the 
world of glory and perfection ; 
but earnestly desired the time, 
when they might be permitted 
to leave this for a better state. 
While they lived, they had their 
conversation in heaven, and their 
hearts were there ; detached 
from all other objects, they 
earnestly desired to possess the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 
Of this we have abundant evi- 
dence in the Scriptures, where 
their views and designs are 
clearly laid open. This was 
the language of their hearts, 
“ We reckon the suffering of 
the present time as not worthy 
to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.” 
“We are persuaded that neither 
life, nor death, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature shall be 
able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” ‘ For we 
know that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, 
eternal inthe heavens. For in 
this we groan, carnestly desir- 
ing to be clothed upon with our 
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house which is from heaven. 
For we that are in this taberna- 
cle clo groan, being burdened : 
not that we would be unclothed, 
but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life. 
Now he that hath wrought us 
for the self same thing is God, 
who hath also given us the 
earnest of the Spirit. We are 
confident, therefore, and willing 
rather to be absent from the 
body and to be present with the 
Lord.” They believed “ that 
to live was Christ, and to die 
was gain;” and, therefore, “they 
were in a strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to depart and to 
be with Chiist, which was far 
better.” These are not the ex- 
pressions of weak Christians ; 
but, of those strong in the faith, 
Weak Christians wish for a 
longer time to prepare for the 
great event of exchanging 
worlds, They have so- little 
communion with heaven, their 
conversation is so seldom there, 
and their attachments to pre- 
sent, visible, temporal objects 
are so great, that they are often 
reluctant to leave this for a 
blessed eternity. But all these 
ties were dissolved, and all these 
obstacles were removed from 
the hearts of the primitive 
Christians. They loved heaven- 


ly life so well, and were so well 


acquainted with its enjoyments 


rand employments, that they ar- 


dently desired to be present 
with the Lord, and. constanily 
employed in celebrating the 
riches of his grace towards 
themselves and others redeem- 
ed from amongst men. Such 
was the character of the primi- 
tive Christians in Judea, Galilee, 
Samaria, and through the whole 
world. V.E. 
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86 Folly and sin of uncharitableness. 


The Folly and Sin of the Uncha- 
ritablencss of frofessing Chris- 
tians of different denomina- 
tions, who are agreed in the 
essential doctrines of the Gos- 


pre. 


HE divisions in the visible 
church of Christ have ev- 
er been the subject of deep la- 
mentation with his friends, and 
of triumphant exultation with 
his enemies. The names which 
distinguish different classes of 
professed believers in Christian- 
ity, are numerous. That the 
differences between these seve- 
ral denominations have, gene- 
rally, been heightened by preju- 
dice ; that their mutual discus- 
sions have, often, been conduct- 
ed with the accrimony of pas- 
sion, is a truth, however pain- 
ful, which cannot be denied. It 
is, however, a subject of grate- 
ful acknowledgment to the Ho- 
ly Spirit of truth, that the doc- 
trines of the gospel have become 
more thoroughly understood, 
and more extensively known, 
for which and for other reasons 
the animosities of sects have 
greatly abated. 

That which renders the preju- 
dices of the greater partof Chris- 
tian denominations,towards each 
other, so eminently unreasona- 
ble, is the small real difference 
which exists in their religious 
sentiments. It isa truth which 
can be fully established, that the 
great part of the Christian 
churches, in all protestant coun- 
tries, are agreed in the belief of 
the essential doctrines of the 
gospel. This sufficiently ap- 
pears, from their various creeds 
and confessions of faith, and from 
the writings of all the most em- 
inent divines. Minor differen- 
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ces exist, in doctrine and prac- 
tice; but as to the essential 
truths of the Christian system, 
there is a general agreement. 

Some of the truths which we 
consider the essential doctrines 
of the gospel, are the following : 
The infinite perfection of the 
Deity. The divine inspiration 
of the scriptures. The Trinity 
in Unity. Redemption by Christ 
Jesus. The native corruption 
and universalwickedness of man. 
Salvation by grace. The sanc- 
tification of the heart by the Ho- 
ly Spirit. Justification by faith 
in the atoning sacrifice of Christ. 
The perpetual and moral obliga- 
tion of the divine law. The ex- 
istence of a Christian church on 
earth. The general resurrec- 
tion of the dead. An univer- 
sal judgment, and The eternal 
happiness and misery of the 
righteous and the wicked ina 
future state of existence. 

We do not pretend that any 
of the truths of the sacred scrip- 
tures are unimportant; but those 
which have now been mentioned 
constitute the leading, distin- 
guishing features of the Chris- 
tian system. In the belief of 
these truths, the greater part of 
Christian denominations are 
agreed. While many other doc- 
trines are included in their faith, 
these are the principal. Thata 
cordial belief of these truths will 
entitle any person to the bles- 
sings of the gospel, it is believed, 
no Christian denomination on 
earth will deny. ‘The greater 
part of nominal Christians be- 
lieve these doctrines to be the 
essential truths of the gospel ; 
and very few or none believe 
them to be subversive of the 
Christian system. 

This being a just representa- 
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tion of the religious sentiments 
of the Christian world, the im- 
propriety and wickedness of dif- 
ferent denominations, in exclud- 
ing others from their Christian 
charity, sufficiently appears.— 
Some of the causes of these pre- 
judices will be mentioned. 

1. The most important rea- 
son of the opposition of differ- 
ent denominations is, that they 
view each other by those things 
in which they differ, and not by 
those in which they agree. If 
a Caffer and a Dane were to 
meet in a strange country, and 
in their mutual intercourse 
should confine their attention to 
those objects in the persons and 
habits of each other, in which 
they are very unlike, they would 
conclude themselves to be dif- 
ferent orders of beings. But 


when they come to discover 
that the essential lineaments of 
their persons and characters are 


the same, they perceive that 
they are brethren of the same 
species. Let an humble ad- 
herent to the Confession of 
Augsburgh, a faithful disciple 
of the Walloon Confession, a 
sincere subscriber to the Arti- 
cles of the Church of England, 
and an honest son of the Puri- 
tans who is fearful of all Con- 
fessions, be brought together. 
If they begin to converse upon 
their Creeds and technical terms 
of distinction, especially, if they 
possess ardent dispositions and 
become animated with debate, 
they will soon find themselves, 
in their feelings, widely differ- 
ent from each other, and each 
will fancy his brethren to advo- 
cate sentiments, greatly deroga- 
tory to the truths of his Saviour. 
Let them meet at a house of 
mourning, erat a time of mu- 
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tual danger. In the intercom- 
munication of their feelings, 
they find a mingling of genial 
souls, they all feel themselves 
guilty creatures, they exalt and 
justify God in all his dealings, 
they hope for mercy through 
the intervention of Christ, they 
long for the salvation of their 
fellow-men, their hearts glow 
in the prospect of Zion’s pro- 
mises, they unite in prayer, the 
different expressions of each to 
communicate the same fecling 
fill their souls with an unex- 
pected, indescribable joy, they 
are prepared to join in the ever- 
lasting song. ‘These, in exclud- 
ing each other from their Chris- 
tian communion, cut off those 
whom they believe to be the 
friends of Christ, with whom 
they hope to dwell for ever in 
the kingdom of the Redeemer. 
From this acquaintance, they 
feel most forcibly the propriety 
of the Apostle’s direction, “ De- 
stroy not him with thy meat for 
whom Christ died.” The wri- 
ter was once travelling, and 
spent a night with a pious fami- 
ly, emigrants from Scotland.— 
They belonged to the religious 
denomination of Covenanters, 
than whom, no religious sect 
in Christendom are more ate. 
tached to their formulas and 
confessions. I never spent an 
evening of more cordial Chris- 
tian conversation and worship. 
As our different religious pro- 
fessions became known, in the 
morning, barriers insurmounta- 
ble began to interpose, and it 
seemed a matter of sincere re- 
gret that the knowledge of our 
respective professions came in- 
to view. 

2. Another occasion of preju- 


‘dice between professing Chris- 
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tians of different denominations. 
is the different conception of 
terms which they use for the 
conveyance of their religious 
sentiménts. We are all very 
liable to form a predilection for 
tome particular terms, and an 
aversion to others, attaching a 
kind of canonical ‘authority to 
our favoriie expressions. In 
some parts of the Christian 
church, a rejection of the term 
imputation, as applicable to the 
connection of the sin of our first 
parents with the moral corrup- 
tion of their posterity, would be 
considered a very great and 
dangerous error. Others dis- 
like the term and consider it im- 
proper ; while the two different 
classéS are well agreed in the 
main sentiment.—Tfhe expres- 
sion “ Faith of Assurance,” has 
been an occasion of much reli- 
gious controversy among visible 
Christians, whose sentiments, 
concerning the nature of the 
Christian hope, are essentially 
the same.-— To the terms, Sove- 
reignty, Decrees, Election, as 
applied to God, many affix the 
ideas of partiality, tyranny, in- 
justice, while those who apply 
these terms to the Divine Coun- 
sel understand by them the op- 
erations of infinite perfection, 
holiness and goodness.—Ly the 
expression, “ Total depravity,” 
some understand a natural inca- 
pacity for the service of God, 
or a destitution of a day of grace. 
While those who use the term 
for a gospel doctrine, mean by 
it, merely, a perfect indisposi- 
tion of heart to all good. 

3. Religious denominations, 
frequently, consider the senti- 
ments held by each other, not 
as received from themselves, but 
his represented by their opposers. 





[Marcn, 


In this way, they believe them 
to hold very dangerous . senti- 
ments, when in fact they main- 
tain no such opinions as are laid 
to their charge. The jealousy 
which exists is apt to prevent 
mutual explanation, and the 
statements of warm opposer's are 
received as a true exhibition of 
their sentiments, From the 
strong representations of the op- 
posers of Calvinistic doctrines, 
many suppose that the Calvinists 
hold that God has so bound the 
moral world by his decrees, that 
there is no free-agency in man; 
that those who are elected to 
eternal life will be saved wheth- 
er they are holy or unholy ; that 
those who are not elected will 
not be saved however sincerely 
they may seek for mercy and 
holiness. The Calvinists hold 
no such sentiments.—The Sys- 
tem of Divinity, written by the 
pious and learned Dr. Hopkins, 
which will be the great light of 
the American church in future 
times, Is believed by many to 
contain the most absurd and dan- 
gerous doctrines. Not because 
they have read the work and 
found such doctrines, but be- 
cause they have heard such a 
report from common fame.— 
Some Christians believe that the 
holy ordinance of baptism, is 
debased by granting the privi- 
lege to an infant, who can have 
no knowledge of the transaction. 
That it is profaning a most sa- 
cred ordinance to apply it mere- 
ly asa ceremony, with the ex- 
pectation of no benefit. Were 
these the views of any, the prace 
tice in them would indeed be 
absurd. But it is believed that 
the right to this ordinance is not 
in the child but in the parent, 
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parent, and that God has pro- 
mised to bestow special spiritual 
blessings on the children of 
faithful, obedient parents; which 
promises have been confirmed 
by facts in all ages of the church. 
When any say the scriptures 
give no warrant for this ordi- 
nance but to the believer, they 
say that which is undoubtedly 
true. But others may believe 
it to be given to the believer for 
himself and his seed. 

4, Christian denominations 
are too apt to be under the in- 
fluence of particular individuals, 
in their religious sentiments ; 
partizans, men of warm feelings. 
and. not unfrequently, possessed 
of improper views ; who feel an 
interest and a gratification in 
widening the breach by which 
they are separated from their 
brethren. Such influence is al- 
ways dangerous, and, against it 
all religious denominations are 
concerned to be watchful. “ It 
is good to be zealously affected 
always in a good thing ;” but an 
uncommon zeal, especially for 
things which are not the essen- 
tials of the gospel, is always sus- 
picious, and generally dangerous. 

If this brief view of the sub- 
ject afford a just exhibition of 
the true grounds of difference 
between the greater part of Chris- 
tian denominations, we see the 
impropriety of severely censur- 
ing and condemning those who 
differ from ourselves. ‘ Who 
“art thou that judgest another 
“man’s servant? to his own 
“ master he standeth or falleth : 
“yea, he shall be holden up ; 
“for God is able to make him 
“stand.——Let not him which 
“eateth not judge him that eat- 
“eth: for God hath received 
“him.—He that speaketh evil 
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“ of his brother, and judgeth his 
“brother, speaketh evil of the 
“law, and judgeth the law: 
“ There is one lawgiver, who is 
“able to save and to destroy : 
“ who art thou that judgest ano- 
“ther ?—-And why beholdest 
“thou the mote that is in thy 
“ brother’s eye, but considerest 
“not the beam that is in thine 
“own eye?” Ifa brother, in 
some things, differ from us, if 
there be reason to hope that 
“ God hath received him,’ it 
becomes us, most solemnly, to 
beware how we withhold from 
him our Christian charity, lest 
we speak evil of the law” of 
God ; and lest we call that 
“ common,” which “ God hath 
cleansed.” Remembering that 
Christ hath declared, “ For with 
what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged.” 

I am not attempting to palli- 
ate, much less to justify, error. 
There is “ one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism.” And we are ex- 
horted to “ contend earnestly for 
the faith.” The great consola- 
tion of the Apostle Paul, when 
“ the time of his departare was 
at hand,” was that he had “ kept 
the faith.” It is the first duty 
of every professed friend of 
Christ to strive earnestly toknow 
the true faith, in all respects, 
and steadfastly to keep it. -And 
if we believe a brother to err 
from the faith, in a greater or 
less degree, it is our duty, in 
every reasonable manner, with 
a spirit of love, to endeavor to 
reclaim him. But we are ever 
to bear in mind, that we all have 
our errors, all have our mis- 
takes, by reason of internal cor- 
ruption, from which we shall 
never be wholly exempt, till the 
Lord Jesus “ shall appear,” 

.M 
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when, if his friends, * we shall 
be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is.” 

Having gone upon the princi- 
ple that the greater part of Chris- 
tian denominations are agreed in 
the essential doctrines of the 
gospel, it is necessary to observe 
that there are some who claim 
the privilege of the Christian 
name, who, most evidently, 
disown the fundamental truths 
of the religion of Jesus. In 
most cases, it is not difficult to 
distinguish ‘such from those 
who really love our holy reli- 
gion. One error produces an- 
other, and false sentiments are 
never consistent. The seat of 
error is an evil heart. And 
when the mind is given up to its 
fuidance, with ofc error, it is 
not satisfied. Thus, by a little 
attention, those who are, essen- 
tially, on the ‘pround of error, 
and, “ know hot the truth,” may 
geferally be known. The Uni- 
versalist, ordinarily, does ‘not 
differ from ‘us in the doctrine of 
eternal punishment only : it is 
& system of unbelicf, and in- 
cludes ‘many errors. It will 
generally ‘be found, that the 
professed Universalist denies 
the divinity of Christ, the total 
Sinfultiess of man, the co-ope- 
ration of divine influences and 
holy obedience, the validity of 
some parts of the scriptures, 
and the necessity of a holy life. 
Those ‘who are radically right, 
frotn those who are radically 
‘wrong, may generally be known, 
with Very little danger of mis- 
take. They may be known, 
especially, by the great criterion 
given by our Lord, * Ye shall 
know them by their fruits. Do 
men gather grapes of thorns or 
figs of thistles 7” 


If it be absurd and offensive 
in the sight of God to exclude 
from our Christian charity those 
who differ from us in some 
things, while they hold the es- 
sential doctrines of the gospel, 
the spirit and practice of frose. 
lytism, must be equally wrong. 
To labor to detach persons 
from their profession, to engage 
them to jom another, manifests 
a spirit of selfishness, of conten- 
tion and strife. Itis in effect 
condemning the whole denomi- 
nation as wunchristian. Those 
whoate thus engaged, renounce 
the spirit of Christ, which is 4 
spirit of love, for the zeal and 
contracted jealousy of a parti- 
zan. Those who possess a pro- 
selyting spirit, always flatter 
themselves that they are en- 
gaged in the cause of truth. 
But it is a zeal for personal dis- 
tinction, and for the gratification 
of the base passions of pride, 
envy, and resentment. From 
the spirit of the proselyter, to 
that of the persecutor, there is 
but a small step. Ordinarily, 
the former wants nothing but 
power to second his exertions 
by the terror of the sword. On 
a certain occasion, the disciples 
of Christ, actuated by mistaken 
sentiments, had something of 
this feeling. “ Master, we saw 
one casting out devils in thy 
name, and we forbade him, be- 
cause he followeth not us. And 
Jesus said unto him, Forbid 
him not: for he that is not 
against us is for us.—And when 
his disciples, James and John, 
saw this, they said, Lord, wilt 
thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven, and 
consume them, even as Elias 
did? But he turned and rebuked 





them and said, Ye know not 
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what manner of spirit ye are of. 
For the Son of man is not come 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them.” A professing Christian 
can do nothing, more effectually 
calculated to destroy the com- 
forts of religion in his own 
heart, to extinguish its power, 
and to prevent all well-ground- 
ed hope in the divine promises, 
than to engage in the business 
of making proselytes for his fa- 
vorite denomination. A prose- 
lyting spirit is a censorious 
spirit. When indulged, it sours 
the temper, and hardens the 
heart. 

The Church of Christ on 
earth is a ‘little flock.” Our 
united strength, our united love, 
our united prayers, are necessa- 
ry to contend against the com- 
mon enemy; to maintain the 
interests of Zion, to resist 
temptation, to vindicate the 
cause of truth, and to call our 
fellow-sinners to the fold of Je- 
sus 


a 


The duty of early Rising and 
early Prayer. 


HE Psalmist says unto 
God, “ My voice shalt 

thou hear in the morning, O 
Lord ; in the morning will I 
direct my prayer unto thee, and 
will look up. The morning is 
the first part of the day. From 
the plainest reasons we may 
conclude that the Psalmist pray- 
ed early every morning. He 
says, “ When I awake, I am still 
with thee.”  Q God, thou art 
my God ; early will I seek thee.” 
Again he says, “I preyented 
the dawning of the morning and 


The duty of early Rising and early Prayer. 








cried.” % At midnight I will 





ot 





arise to give thanks unto thee.” 
Such was the practice of the 
devout king of Israel. A per- 
son, who attempts to do business 
in the morning, before he hag 
expressly implored the pre- 
sence, favor, and direction of 
God, must be very destitute of 
piety. Indeed he must be 
wholly destitute of the present 
exercise of holy affections.— 
Every watchful and faithful ser, 
vant of the Lord will early call 
upon his name for direction, as- 
sistance, and protection, in the 
labors, trials and dangers of life. 
The Psalmist says, “ In the 
morning will I direct my firayer 
unto thee.” The person, wha 
directs his prayer to God, is 
ardent in his spirit to find the 
Lord his God. He is attentive 
in presenting his petitions, and 
accurate and vehement in urg- 
ing arguments in favor of his 
requests. ‘The Psalmist also 
says, “Iwill lookup.” These 
words denote humility and self- 
abasement. They also imply a 
sense of dependence, and a spirit 
of reliance upon God. The 
Christian, in looking unto Gad, 
withdraws his eyes and his 
heart from every other object ; 
and with a single eye, with holy 
hands, and a fixed heart, he 
cames boldly to the throne of 
grace, that he may obtain mer- 
cy,and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

The morning is well suited 
to produce these views and feel. 
ings, and induce every person 
early to seek the face and favor 
of God in prayer. We are not 
then hurried and perplexed ; 
worldly cares do not burden and 
distract the mind ; neither the 
calls of neighbors, nor the af- 
fairs of the family, demand at- 
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tentionat the breaking of the day. 
At such a time a person may be 
intent, exact, and importunate 
in offering his requests to God. 
No one will so perform the duty 
of secret prayer every morning, 
unless he arises early and watch- 
es to behold the face and im- 
plore the favor of God at the 
breaking of the day. 

Does any person ask how he 
May every morning perform 
the duties and enjoy the benefits 
of retired devotion ? 

Once adopt this practice, and 
it will be so pleasant, so useful 
and easy, that you will find no 
difficulty, and perceive no ob- 
stacles ; if there be any difficulty 
or obstacle to prevent you from 
beginning and maintaining this 
duty, Solomon tells us where it 
lies. He says, * Slothfulness 
casteth intoa deep sleep. The 
soul of the sluggard desireth 
and hath nothing. He also that 
is slothful in his work is brother 
to him that is a great waster. 
The sluggard will not plough 
by reason of the cold. The de- 
sire of the slothful killeth him. 
The slothful man saith, There 
is a lion without; I shall be 
slain in the streets. Yeta little 
sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of the hands to sleep.’’ 
To such persons the advice of 
Solomon and his keen reproofs 
are addressed in vain. From 
sluggards nothing but sleep and 
ruin can be expected. “ The 
sluggard is wiser, in his own 
conceit, than seven men that 
can render a reason. Seest 
thou a man wise in his own con- 
ceit ? there is more hope of a 
fool than of him.” Advice, 
then, and instruction, are whol- 
ly lost upon sluggards. Last of 
all will they receive advice and 
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follow instruction on early rising 
and early prayer. On such 
subjects the faithful and diligent 
know and practise their duty, 
and enjoy the happy effects.— 
Before they sleep they prepare 
for early rising. They daily 
plan and finish their labors 
and duties. In the evening 
they put every thing in order 
for the next morning. Before 
they retire to their beds, by con- 
fessing their daily sins, and im- 
ploring forgiveness through the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Crist, 
they renew their communion 
and covenant with the Lord their 
God and Father in heaven. 

By receiving the Holy Spirit, 
in his powerful and gracious in- 
fluences, they cleanse their con- 
sciences, and purify their hearts, 
They retire to rest their weary 
bodies, that they may arise early 
and call upon God in prayer.— 
Deeply impressed with their 
solemn engagements, and know- 
ing, the benefits of early rising 
and early prayer, they awake in 
season. ‘hey easily overcome 
the suggestions of a corrupt and 
indolent spirit. They firmly 
resist the crafty and flattering 
temptations of a watchful and 
powerful enemy. To sleep they 
allota fixed portion oftime,which 
is more valuabie than thou- 
sands of silver and gold. They 
do not destroy their health, nor 
relax their spirits, by remaining 
too long in the very unhealthy 
situation, in which most persons 
take their rest. Such a situa- 
tion is very hurtful to languid 
and indolent persons. It is 
more than the most healthy and 
active can bear for many years 
without injury ; yet, when health 
is so destroyed, the cause of the 
evil is commonly increased by 
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increasing indulgence and indo- 


lence. But the faithful and dili- 
gent guard against such ‘sick- 
ness and languor; they gain 
health and vigor by industry, 
and are fitted to resist every 
false pretence, and every idle 
excuse, and to arise at the ap- 
pointed moment. ‘Then they 
call upon the name of the Lord, 
he answers their requests, and 
they may hope to enjoy his 
special presence and direction 
in all their concerns through 
the day. By early devotion they 
compose, refresh, and strength- 
en their souls more than their 
bed does their bodies. By such 
conduct they gain to themselves. 
and they give to others, decisive 
evidence of piety, and of in- 
creasing fidelity in the service 
of God. By such conduct they 
wisely manage their families 
and all their concerns, cheerful- 
ly planing and seasonably dis- 
patching all their labors and du- 
ties for the day, and are ready 
for every call, and fitted for eve- 
ry event. 

They have time for the morn- 
ing devotions of the family, and 
for the retired devotions of 
noon, and for the social and se- 
cret devotions of the evening. 
They walk in the fear of God 
all the day, and enjoy his favor ; 
their consciences are Clear, their 
hearts are pure, their bands are 
clean, their eye is single, their 
ear is open, their lips keep 
knowledge, their tongues praise 
their God and King, and their 
feet are directed in the ways of 
truth and peace. 

By early rising and early 
prayer, they are fitted to do 
every thing they are called to 
do. But without early rising 
and early prayer, every person 
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and every family must suffer, 
in soul and body, the bitter and 
shameful effects of indolence 
and impiety ; and these effects 
they spread in this world of sin, 
as far as their example and in- 
fluence prevail. Let every per- 
son and every family, then, be 
fixed and constant in early rising 
and early prayer. So will they 
honor God, and be honored of 
him. So will they be blessed 
of God, and praise and bless his 
great and holy name for ever. 
L. S. 


et SS 
A merry or jouful Heart. 


N the Proverbs of Solomon, 

itis written, “* A merry heart 
maketh acheerful countenance.” 
— A merry heart doeth good 
like a medicine.”—** He that is 
of a merry heart hath a continu- 
al feast.” But what can the wise 
man mean in these proverbs /— 
In another place he says, * Of 
laughter it is mad, and of mirth 
what doeth it ?—The end of that 
mirth is heaviness.” Though 
mirth is oftentimes sinful and 
hurtful, in other cases it is holy 
and useful. This mirth is not 
forbidden. The apostle James 
says, “ Is any man merry ? let 
him sing psalms.” The mirth 
to which the apostle refers, is 
the same as the merry heart, 
which Solomon mentions and 
declares to be so useful*. 


a 


* Since the present translation of 
the Holy Scriptures the popular and 
vulgar meaning of the word merry 
is much changed. It was then used 
for joy or delight of heart on the 
most serious as well as vain sub- 
jects; it hath since been generally 
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94 A merry or joyful Heart. 


In this paper we propose to 
consider what is necessary for 
the existence of a merry or joy- 
ful heart ; together with its hap- 
py effects. 


Worldly wealth and splendor 
do not necessarily produce it. 
King Solomon made a thorough 
and decisive experiment ofallthe 
happiness, that could be derived 
from the wealth and splendor of 
earthly things. He says, “I 
made me great works 5 I build- 
ed me houses ; I planted me 
vineyards ; I made me gardens 
and orchards and I planted trees 
in them of all fruits ; I made 
me pools of water to water 
therewith the wood that bring- 
eth forth trees : I got me ser- 
vants and maidens and had ser- 
vants born in mine house. Also 
I had great possessions of great 
and small cattle, above all that 
were in Jerusalem before me. 
I gathered me also silver and 
gold and the peculiar treasure 
of kings and of the provinces. 
I got me men singers and wo- 
men singers and the delights of 
the sons of men, as musical in- 
struments, and that of all sorts. 
So that I was great and increa- 
sed more than all that were be- 
fore me in Jerusalem, also my 
wisdom remained with me. And 
whatsoever mine eyes desired I 
kept not from them ; I withheld 
not my heart from any joy, for 

° —— 
applied in our vulgar discourses to 
jovialness or vain pleasure. 

In the writings of that day we find 
eminent martyrs described as being 
Merry at the stake, by which was 
meant their joy in God, and in the 
truth—The sacred passages above 
mentioned doubtless mean, joy in 
Sod and the truth, or a happy state 


of mind in view of God, his provi- 
dence and grace. Eo. 
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my heart rejoiced in all my la- 
bor, and this was my portion of 
all my labor. ‘Then I looked on 
all the works my hands had 
wroughtand on all the labors that 
I had labored to do ; and behold ! 
all was vanity and vexation of 
spirit ; and there was no profit 
under the sun.——-Therefore I 
went about to cause my heart to 
despair of all the labor which I 
took under the sun. For what 
hath a man of all his labor and 
of the vexation of his heart, 
wherein he hath labored under 
the sun? For all his days are 
sorrows and his travail grief; 
yea, his heart taketh not rest in 
the “night.” In view of all 
worldly possessions and enjoy- 
ments, he also exclaimed, “ Van- 
ity of vanities, vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity !” If Solomon, with 
all his wisdom, could derive no- 
thing but vanity and vexation of 
spirit, from all bis riches and all 
his sources of pleasure, it is ev- 
ident that a merry and happy 
heart is not dependent upon 
worldly wealth and splendor. 





Are superior accomplish- 
ments of person necessary to the 
existence of a merry and happy 
heart ? Men are prone to esteem 
themselves very highly for their 
personal accomplishments, whe- 
ther natural or acquired. The 
young greatly desire to passess 
beauty of countenance, fashion- 
able attire and polite manners, 
They are willing to undergo all 
the vexation and servitude which 
are necessary to attain such ac- 
complishments as the tyranny of 
fashion imposes. These ac- 
complishments are desired, be- 
cause it is imagined that they 
will produce happiness. It is 
expected they will attract the at- 
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tention and secure the admira- 
tion of spectators. But the at- 
tention and admiration, which 
are desired and expected, are 
rarely obtained ; and when be- 
stowed, in aby instance, they af- 
ford no lasting delight. As ex- 
ternal accomplishments usually 
excite and strengthen the folly 
and vanity of the human heart, 
they prepare the way for disap- 

iniment and vexation. The 
most desirable and finished ac- 
complishments of person, which 
hature and aft can bestow, do 
nothing towards the existence 
of such a joyful heart as doeth 
good like a medicine. 


Superior improvements of 
the understanding cannot secure 
the existence of a merry and 
happy heart. The cultivation 
of the understanding is of great 
importance. It is necessary to 
render a person useful and re- 
spectable ; and it commonly af- 
fords some enjoyments which 
are beyond the reach of the ig- 
norant. Yet, ‘¢in much wisdom 
is much grief, and he that in- 
creaseth knowledge, increaseth 
sorrow.” Superior endowments 
of mind are often attended with 
asupercilious deportment and a 
self-sufficient spirit. he learn- 
ed, as well as the ignorant, are 
exposed to the crossing vicissi- 
tudes and mortifying disappoint- 
ments of life. Highly cultiva- 
ted understandings are often at- 
tended with peculiar sensibility; 
and persons of superior refine- 
ment and enlarged capacities are 
the least supported in the days 
of adversity. Men of superior 
minds are often afflicted with a 
wounded spirit. Their mental 
endowments can neither prevent 
nor remove sorrow of heart. 
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A happy heart has no connec- 
tion with vanity of mind and 
levity of conduct. Some unea+ 
siness, arising either from the 
state of the body or of the mind, 
is almost continually experien- 
ced by every one of the human 
race. Mankind wish to avoid 
the pain which arises from con- 
sidering their own characters 
and conduct, and the various 
evils to which they are exposed. 
To divert and relieve the mind, 
they resort to such companions 
and amusements as prevent se- 
rious reflections. Multitudes 
derive their highest enjoyments 
from vain mirth and fashionable 
dissipation. But the remon- 
strances of conscience will often 
be heard amidst the noise of fool- 
ish laughter. Notwithstanding 
the greatest levity of conduct, 
and the most imposing appear- 
ance of delight, the hearts of 
many persons, who would be 
thought happy, are acquainted 
with secret bitterness. If the 
greatest wealth and splendor } 
if the most enviuble accomplish- 
ments of person ; if the high- 
est refinement and enlargement 
of the understanding, the gayest 
scenes of amusement, and the 
most mirthful associates do not 
ensure the existence of a merry 
and happy heart, on what does 
its existence depend ? 

To this it thay be replied, 

It depends upon moral recti- 
tude. ‘There isa rule, te which 
the hearts of all rational crea- 
tures ought to be perfectly con- 
formed. This rule is the law, 
which binds, and must for ever 
bind every moral agent to love 
God with all his heart and soul, 
with all his mind and strength, 
and to love his fellow-creatures 
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as himself. Hed all rational 
creatures perfectly obeyed this 
law, which is holy, just, and 
good, there never had been a 
sigh, nora tear, in all the do- 
minions of Jehovah. But, “the 
crown is fallen from our heads ; 
Woe unto us that we have sin- 
ned!” By nature we are es- 
tranged from God, the fountain 
of light, love, and joy. Weare 
rebels against his holy govern- 
ment. As it is written, “ The 
carnal mind is enmity against 
God ; for it is not subject to the 
Jaw of God, neither indeed can 
be.” And what better than 
vanity and vexation of spirit 
can such creatures expect ?— 
Are we then sinners? are we 
condemned by the law? and 
must we suffer all the miserics 
of this life, and death itself, and 
endless woe beyond the grave ? 
Such must certainly be the por- 
tion of all, whose hearts are not 
right with God. Indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guish, God will render to every 
one who doeth evil. But all 
who repent and turn unto God 
through Jesus Christ, have pre- 
sent peace and joy in believing, 
and shall be perfectly blessed 
in the full enjoyment of God to 
all eternity. That repentance, 
which God commands all men 
to exercise, is perfectly right, 
and is attended with peace of 
conscience, and holy and divine 
joy. “ The fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
racckness, temperance ; against 
such there is no law.”—They, 
whose hearts are right, are 
pleased with the character, gov- 
ernment, and purposes of God ; 
with the character of the Lord 


Jesus Christ, and the gospel of | 
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his grace ; and with all the doc- 
trines and duties of Christianity. 
They realize that all the events 
of divine providence are order- 
ed in infinite wisdom and good- 
ness. Being justified by faith, 
they have peace with God thro’ 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and re- 
joice in hope of the glory of 
God. But there is no founda- 
tion for peace and joy to those 
persons, who are not obedient 
and submissive to the divine 
will. Being wholly wrong in 
themselves, they “ are like the 
troubled sea, which cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt. There is no peace to the 
wicked.” An holy heart, there- 
fore, is necessary to the exist- 
ence of that happiness, which 
maketh a cheerful countenance, 
doeth good like a medicine, and 
affords a continual feast. 


We may consider the good 
effects of this temper.—It ren- 
ders a person most happy in his 
own mind. As it arises from 
holy exercises, it has the entire 
approbation of conscience ; nor 
is the happiness of such per- 
sons, as possess a merry heart, 
much affected by external cir- 
cumstances, In all the vicissi- 
tudes of human life, the founda- 
tion-of their happiness remains 
unshaken. ‘ A good man shall 
be satisfied from himself.” The 
state of his mind secures pre- 
sent enjoyment. Nothing can 
destroy or interrupt the happi- 
ness of those whose hearts are 
right, for they are fixed, trust- 
ing in God. As God is un- 
changeable, they whose hearts 
are right with him, must expe- 
rience perpetual delight. ‘ He 
that is of a merry heart hath a 
continual feast.” It is true that 
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they, whose hearts have been 
renewed, are not perfectly holy 
in the present life, for their re- 
maining depravity is a constant 
burden and grief ; if they were 
perfectly holy, they would be 
perfectly happy. Though they 
be imperfect, yet the kingdom 
of God is established in their 
hearts, and every evil disposition 
will finally be destroyed. Christ 
said to his disciples, “ the king- 
dom of God is within you.” It 
is written, “the kingdom of 
God is righteousness, and peace, 
and joy, in the Holy Spirit.”— 
They, whose hearts are right, 
have in their own breasts a 
source of happiness, of which 
they can never be deprived.— 
The righteous are often the 
most happy in such circum- 
stances as would wholly destroy 
all the delights of the wicked. 
They, who believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, are represented 
in the figurative language of 
scripture, as having in them- 
selves a well of water, springing 
up into everlasting life. They 
have in their own breasts pure 
and lasting enjoyment. 

A heart which is happy in this 
knowledge, prepares a person 
to render others happy. Man- 
kind are fond of the society 
of the cheerful. By their ap- 
pearance and conversation they 
dispel dejection of mind, and 
animate and rejoice the hearts 
of others. But the effects of 
holy joy are far more salutary 
than the effects of natural cheer- 
fulness. They, whose views 
and feelings are right, perceive 
and realize that the divine cha- 
racter and government afford an 
immoveable foundation for con- 
fidence and delight. While 
they express their views and 
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feelings to their Christian breth- 
ren, they diffuse into their 
breasts their own holy and joy- 
ful emotions. Under the vari- 
ous and constant trials of Chris- 
tians, they are liable to be faint- 
hearted, and sink into despon- 
dency ; but they are animated 
and encouraged, when they see 
any of their number, who are 
rejoicing in tribulation. The 
Psalmist asserts, that a declara- 
tion of his faith and joy in God, 
would gladden the hearts of the 
humble. “I will bless the Lord 
at all times ; his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth.— 
My soul shall make her boast 
in the Lord: the humble shall 
hear of it and be glad. They, 
that fear the Lord, willbe glad 
when they see me ; because I 
have hoped in thy mercy.” It 


strengthens the hearts of Chris- 
tians to behold others rejoicing 


in the Lord, and joying in the 
God of their salvation. 

A heart joyful in God and 
the truth, prepares a person for 
the cheerful performance of 
every duty. The Psalmist said 
unto God, “I will run the way 
of thy commandments, when 
thou shalt enlarge my heart.”— 
When holy love and joy reign 
in the heart, obedience to the 
divine commandments is plea- 
sant and delightful. Christians 
then run and are not weary ; 
they walk and are not faint— 
Instead of being weary in well- 
doing, their strength increases, 
for the joy of the Lord is their 
strength. While their hearts 
are strong in the Lord, their 
enemies fice ; and no difficulties 
nor opposition can prevent their 
constancy, diligence, and fideli- 
ty, in the service of God. Nor 
are they straightened, when they 
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approach the throne of grace 
in prayer ; the holy scriptures 
are precious and pleasant to 
every one who rejoices in the 
truth. His delight is in the 
Jaw of the Lord, and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night.” 
All, whose hearts are right with 
God, rejoice to assemble in the 
place where his honor dwelleth. 

The holy Psalmist says, * I was 
glad, when they said unto me, 
Let us gointo the house of the 
Lord.” No religious duty is a 
burden toa person, whose heart 
is, strengthened and enlivened 
by holy joy. John says to his 
Christian brethren, “ This is 
the love of God that we keep his 
commandments, and his com- 
mandments are not grievous.” 
Every holy heart is conformed 
to, the law of God, and rejoices 
to do his holy will. 

A heart which rejoices in 
God and the truth, prepares per- 
sons rightly to receive and en- 
joy all their blessings and pri- 
vileges. Though we are sinful 
and guilty creatures, yet in this 
life we are surrounded. by the 
tender mercies.of God, who be- 
stows upon us a rich variety of 
blessings, both temporal and 
spiritual. These blessings ought 
to be received and enjoyed with 
gratitude and thanksgiving ;— 
yet they are received and abused 
by multitudes, to the dishonor 
of God, and the destruction of 
their own souls. Insensijble of 
his goodness, no tribute of praise 
is returned ; and no holy delight 
is experienced, when the great- 
est favors are conferred. But 
they, whose hearts delight in 
God, receive and enjoy their 
various mercies with lively emo- 
tions of gratitude, The first 
converts to Christianity “ did 
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eat their bread with gladness 
and singleness of heart ; prais- 
ing God and having favor with 
all the people.” When the 
hearts of men are cheerful, they 
are disposed to receive favors 
from others in a proper manner, 
A cheerful disposition, also, 
prepares a person to make a 
diligent and suitable improve- 
ment of worldly privileges — 
When our hearts are depressed 
and sorrowful, the kindnesses 
of our friends often meet from 
us a Derverse and ungrateful 
return. Opportunities for doing 
good, and for receiving benefits, 
are lost through dejection and 
discouragement. An holy and 
cheerful spirit is necessary for 
a proper reception and enjoy- 
ment of spiritual blessings and 
privileges. They, who possess 
such a spirit, always receive 
with becoming gratitude, and 
enjoy with the purest delight, 
every blessing which God is 
pleased to bestow. 

A heart reposing in God and 
the truth, prepares persons to 
bear, in a proper manner, all 
the evils of the present life.— 
They, who have not peace and 
joy in their own breasts, are apt, 
in the. days of adversity, to sink 
into a gloomy and dejected state, 
and to vent their unholy and 
unhappy feclings in complaints 
and murmurs, But holy joy ren- 
ders every disappointment and 
affliction comparatively light.— 
Habakkuk expressed a determi- 
nation to maintain his confidence 
in God, however unfavorable and 
distressing might be his outward 
circumstances. “ Although the 
fig-tree shall not blossom, nei- 
ther shall fruit be in the vine ; 
the labor of the olive shall fail, 


and the fields shall yield no 
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meat ; and the flock shall be 
cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls ; 
yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my sal- 
vation.” 
are right, can sing of judgment 
as well as mercy. When the 
mind of the Psalmist was raised 
by considering the omnipre- 
sence and all-sufficiency of God, 
he could rejoice in view of death 
itself. ‘ Yea, though I walk 
through the dark valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil.” When the love of God 
is shed abroad in the hearts of 
Christians by the Holy Spirit, 
they ate filled with all joy and 
peace in believing, and they can 
cheerfully endure all the suffer- 
ings of the present life ; yea, 
they are exceedingly joyful in 
all their tribulation. 
T.S. 


es 


On the lawfulness and exfiedien- 
cy of Lotteries. 


Mr. EpiTor, 


SHOULD you judge the follow- 
ing observations compatible with 
the design of your Magazine, and 
worthy of publication, you are at 
liberty to give them a place in it. 


OME have maintained that 

the lot being, in its nature, 

an appeal to God, is unwarrant- 
ed and unlawful. But recourse 
has been had to it, on numerous 
occasions, by all nations, and 
particularly by the ancient peo- 
ple of God, to finish controver- 
sies ; to locate distinct inherit- 
ances and habitations ; to de- 
termine an order or coufse of 
service, either in réligious of 


They, whose hearts. 
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secular concerns; to designate 
persons to high office civil or 
sacerdotal ; to devote to death 
one, or a few, for the common 
safety ; and, in general, to de- 
cide important events, which 
could not be determined by any 
discernible reason or fitness in 
the nature of things. That the 
lot, in these, and similar cases, 
was morally unfit, will be hard 
to prove : in some of them, in- 
deed, the lot was expressly di- 
rected by God himself, as the 
mode of decision; as, in the 
division of the promised land 
among the tribes of israel ; and 
in ascertaining the scape-goat, 
and that which should be offered 
to the Lord as a sin-offering.— 
In other cases, if not expressly 
directed by God, he has mani- 
festly approved of it, by making 
it the means of a true and cor- 
rect decision of the point in 
question ; as, in discriminating 
Jonathan from the whole army 
which followed Saul, Jonah from 
his shipmates, and Matthias 
from Joseph called Barsabas.— 
It is true, indeed, that an ex- 
press warrant from God would 
make that a duty, which, with- 
out such warrant, might be very 
sinful ; as in the case of Abra- 
ham, offering up his son Isaac, 
and of the Israelites, cutting off 
the nations of Canaan ; but we 
can hardly suppose, that God 
would give a perfect lot, in an- 
swer to prayer, which would 
amount to a revelation of a se- 
cret known to him alone, with- 
out such warfant, if a warrant 
were necessary to make it law- 
ful. There is no evidence that 
the Apostles were expressly di- 
rected to decide, which of the 
two, Joseph called Barsabas, or 
Matthias, should be numbered 
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with them, as an Apostle, in the 
place of Judas, by lot ; but they 
prayed, that the heart-searching 
God would shew, whether of 
the two he had chosen; and 
thereupon, “ gave forth their 
Jots, and the lot fell upon Mat- 
thias, and he was numbered with 
the eleven Apostles.” 

But though the lot be war- 
rantable in the decision of im- 
portant questions, connected 
with the greatinterests of church 
and state, which can have no oth- 
er decision, it will by no means 
follow, that it is so in matters 
which may be otherwise decided, 
or are of indifference, or of slight 
importance. Right reason, im- 
proved and perfected by divine 
revelation, ought to decide every 
matter of doubt and difficulty 
that falls within its province, 
without expecting its solution, 
by a special divine agency. He 
that will have recourse to the 
fire or water ordeal, or to the 
hazard of single combat, to prove 
his innocence, must expect to 
suffer severely for his presump- 
tion. When our Saviour was 
tempted to cast himself down 
from a pinnacle of the temple, 
in proof of his being the Son 
or Gop, by escaping without 
injury, he repelled the tempta- 
tion by repeating from the scrip- 
tures, “ Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lornp tny Gop.” We 
may venture to give forth our 
fot, if, with the apostles, we can 

ray in faith and sincerity, “ The 

ord give a perfect lot ;” but no 
man can possibly do this, when 
it is in itself of trifling import- 
ance, or perfectly indifferent, as 
in the case, whether he or his 
neighbor shall win the stake.— 
The test here advanced will go 
the length of exterminating all 





games of hazard and chance, 
where the only question is, shall 
I get my antagonist’s property, 
or shall he get mine. No man, 
in this case, can pray for a fa- 
vorable issue. The circum. 
stances exclude the possibility 
of prayer. 

Between this class of lots, 
however, and that of common 
lotteries there is commonly this 
important difference, that pos- 
sibly the adventurer in these 
may have a good end in view; 
the object of the legislature may 
be good, and very important ; 
such as the support of the pub- 
lic worship of God, and the 
means of attaining such object 
being, to a considerable extent, 
a matter of calculation, may pro- 
mise success. That the adven- 
turer may have the same object 
in view with the Iegislatury, is 
certainly possible, and, so far as 
he has, he may, perhaps, hon- 
estly pray for success. Itis to 
be feared, however, that adven- 
turers of this description are 
comparatively few, in any given 
case ; and they will so rarely be 
suspected of having charitable 
views, that it will be very casy 
for them in this mede of alms- 
giving, “ not to Jet their left 
hand know what their right hand 
doth.” Todetermine, then, the 
unlawfulness of lotteries, by ab- 
stract reasoning, from the na- 
ture of a lot, may be found diffi- 
cult, if not impossible. The so- 
lution of the question, and also 
of the question of expediency, 
in any given case, will better be 
sought from a consideration of 

The tendency of lotteries, 
Their proper objects, if any 
be, and 

The defect of better means to 
attain them. 
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As to the first point, it must, 
I think, be admitted on all hands, 
that the tendency of lotteries is 
bad in the following respects : 

1. The reigning principle, in 
the human heart, to which they 
apply, and from which they 
chiefly derive their efficacy, is 
covetousness. ‘Vhis principle is 
dominant and essential in our 
fallen nature ; it originates in 
the want of love toGod and man; 
itis, in its nature, enmity to 
both ; itis mere selfishness ; it 
is idolatry ; it is a total violation 
of the whole law of God; and 
it gathers strength in the view 
of its object, and in the prospect 
of its gratification. 

2. They attract a general at- 
tention,especially, of the young, 
ambitious, romantic, and specu- 
lating part of the community, 
while they are in operation, who, 
with intense application, employ 
themselves in calculating the 
doctrine of chances, and in tak- 
ing advantage of the present 
eagerness of the weak and inex- 
perienced, who often suffer ir- 
retrievable losses, to the great 
injury of themselves and fami- 
lies. 

3. They induce a great con- 
sumption of precious time ; en- 
tice men to leave their proper 
callings ; weaken the habits of 
honest industry ; promote in- 
temperance ; give energy to 
the malignant passions ; torture 
the mind with the sudden re- 
verses of hope and fear, of an- 
ticipated joy and flat despair ; 
set men, who have been blessed 
with smiling content, in the low- 
er walks of life, to calculating 
their thousands, and tens of 
thousands, and, in the fond hope 
of wealth and splendor, to des- 
pise the day of small things, 











1811.] On the lawfulness and expediency of Lotteries. 101 


and to desert the path of peace 
and comfort. 

4. They collect a large pro- 
portion of the proposed capitals, 
from such as are unable to ad- 
vance it, prompted, perhaps, by 
the forlorn hope of raising their 
fortunes ; while the rich, at 
ease in their possessions, and 
more deliberately calculating 
their chances, often refuse the 
bait which presents such charms, 


‘toa warm and teeming imagi- 


nation. 

5. Being, in most respects, of 
the nature of games of hazard 
and chance, they tend to increase 
a gambling spirit and practice, 
in such as, disdaining the mode- 
rate gains of lawful industry, 
grasp at sudden riches, built on 
the ruin, perhaps, of a dear 
friend, and, as far as depends on 
themselves, on the total pros- 
tration of the law. And, 

6. By means of accumulated 
expenses of management, want 
of responsibility in managers, 
partial sale of tickets, and 
chances for the residue against 
the proprietors, and various 
other unforeseen causes, they 
often fail of attaining their ob- 
ject, and, eventually, increase 
the evil they were designed to 
remove. But, 

Amidst all these evil concom- 
itants and consequences, they 
have, in one respect, the advan- 
tage of all other modes of taxa- 
tion, in that the tax assumed by 


individuals is voluntary, and, of 


course, all cause of complaint 
from them is prevented, how 
unfortunate soever the effects 
of their folly may prove. 

In this concise view of the 
nature and tendency of lotteries, 
upon individuals and society, it 
must be evident, that the object 
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in view of the legislature in 

granting one, in a given case, 

must be of pressing importance ; 

they could not be justified in a 

step which might set afloat such 

a mass of mischief, in any other 

case ; by this, however, is not 

intended, that it must be an ar- 

ticle of the standing or falling re- 

fublic, but of a nature to uphold 

er advance its permanent inter- 
ests : such as the maintenance 

of public religion, and of such 
institutions as are essential in 
the education of youth; and 
other similar objects. It must 
be equally evident, that the ob- 
ject, for the promotion of which, 
a lottery can safely be granted, 
must not be of frequent occur- 
rence ; because, a pfinciple 
once adopted, should be impar- 
tially applied to the whole class 
of cases which stand on the 
same ground, and are of equal 
merit ; and if the principle can- 
not be applied impartially, with- 
out producing a balance of mis- 
chief, recourse ought not to be 
had to it at all, in any particular 
case belonging to such class ; 
and certain it is, that the con- 
stant agitation of the public 
tind by the perpetual recur- 
rence of lotteries would over- 
balance all the good which they 
could produce ; especially, as 
that recurrence would necessa- 
rily diminish, and, in the end, 
annihilate their own operation 
and effect. Again, 

It is desirable that the object 
sought by this expedient, should 
not only be important and of 
rare occurrence, but also per- 
manent and abiding ; because, 
if that case, an evil which would 
be only transient and partial, 
might be overbalanced by a good, 


which might prove lasting and 
general. Once more, 

Lotteries cannot be justified 
as a means of attaining even ob- 
jects of prime importance, of 
rare occurrence, and of perma- 
nent effect, except in the want 
of means of better moral influ. 
ence. Whether, indeed, they 
can be vindicated on sound prin- 
ciples in the attainment of such 
objects, under any circamstan- 
ces, will claim afew observations, 
in the close of this subject. 

A direct tax upon the people, 
and especially on articles of 
luxury, by a mode of assess- 
ment as equal as possible, is, in 
itself, the most unexceptionable, 
as a means of attaining the great 
objects of government, and it 
would be happy, if circum- 
stances would perthit the legis- 
lature to have recourse to it, in 
all cases, where money should 
be needed for the advancement 
of the common good ; but un- 
happily this is not the case— 
The legislature, indeed, as the 
supreme power of the State, 
have, by the constitution, 4 
physical power to tax the peo- 
ple at discretion, for the advanct- 
ment of any public object, which 
they deem important ; still, this 
physical power, though, in theo- 
ry, itis supreme, is neverthc- 
less, in ptactice, very limited ; 
and it catinot be exercised with 
safety to the State, beyond the 
limits prescribed by the comi- 
mon sehse of the community, 
without exposing the State to 
convulsions, which no wise or 
prudent statesman would dare 
to risque. The legislature, then, 
may, with strict propriety, b¢ 
said to be wnadle to tax the peo- 
ple beyond those limits, becaus¢ 
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they ate unable, knowingly, to 
adopt a measure, which they 
have reason to believe will dis- 
turb the public peace. You 
may prove, perhaps, by logical 
reasoning, that it would be bigh- 
ly beneficial, if the public mind 
was more enlarged, and that the 
efficient power of the legisla- 
ture was less circumscribed ; 
still, this would be nothing to 
the purpose, on a question of 
present fitness ; because, the 
legislature will, and must, act 
in view of the existing state of 
things, at the moment, and not 
in view of what they might be, 
or ought to be, at the bar of en- 
lightened reason. The truth is, 
neither the State, nor any indi- 
vidual, can enjoy beyond the 
present power of enjoyment ; 
and the attempt to force enjoy- 
ment on either, may. be well in- 
tended, but must be vain. and 
useless ; both the one and the 
other must be treated as being 
what they are. No power what- 
ever can much increase the en- 
joyment of either, while under 
the dominion of selfishness ; 
make the public good their ob- 
ject, and you will enlarge their 
capacity of enjoyment, without 
limitation. “ New wine must 
be put into new bottles.” If the 
legislature, then, cannot do all 
the good they would, is this a 
reason why they should not do 
all the good they can? ‘There 
always. have been, and, in the 
present state of things, always 
will be, objects of legislation 
which need, but cannot have, 
the aid of the treasury. What 
then, in such cases, which are 
sometimes. of a very pressing 
nature, is tobe done? The only 
expedient which occurs, a lame 
one indced, is a lottery; and 
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whether this be lawful in the 
attainment of an object, impor- 
tant, seldom occurring, and per- 
manent in its nature, is the 
question which now remains, 


and a few observations upon it 


will conclude the subject. 

The question then is this, Is 
it lawful for the legislature to 
attain such an object by means 
which will probably give scope, 
in a certain degree, to the cor- 
rupt propensities of the heart, 
for the sake of the good sought ? 

Here we recognize the stigs 
ma, which an inspired Apostle 
has fixed upon those who say, 
“ Let us do evil that good may 
come,” in the pointed remark, 
their damnation is just ; and we. 
turn with abhorrence from a.po- 
sition of modern infidels, that 
bad means are sanctified by @ 
good end, Suill, it is apprehend. 
ed, that the act of the legisla-. 
ture, in granting a lottery in the 
case supposed, cannot involve 
the recognition of this abhorred 
maxim, 

1. Because, the act of grant- 
ing such lottery does not appear 


to be in itself evil. The autho-. 


rising a lot, to attain an import- 


ant and lasting good is fully jus-. 


tified by God’s own direction 
and appointment, in cases which 
have been mentioned, and by the 
example, of good men in every. 
age. 

2. Because, such grant can- 
not be foreseen to be necessarily 
connected with wickedness in 
others; the managers of the con- 
cern, and the adventurers may, 
as far as appears, have the same 
benevolent views with the legis- 
lature ; and enriching them- 
selves at the expense of others, 
may be subordinate, and of se- 
condary consideration ; or, pos- 
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sibly, it may not operate as a 
motive at all; they may even 
purpose in themselves to re- 
linquish their gains, if any, for 
the promotion of the object 
sought in the grant. 

3. It is not seen, why the 
members of the legislature, the 
adventurers, and all concerned, 
may not sincerely pray, if they 
have hearts for it, that God 
would give a perfect lot for the 
attainment of the good original- 
ly in view, and that if the mea- 
sure should issue in loss and in- 
jury, it might not administer to 
sin. 

4. The prospect that the mea- 
sure may depreciate public mo- 
rals is no valid argument against 
it; because, this effect is acci- 
dental to the measure, it results 
not necessarily from it, but 
springs from a depraved nature, 
ever prone to pervert the best 
gifts of Providence to the pur- 
poses of sin. The invalidity of 
the argument appears, also,from 
the consideration, that if it prove 
any thing, it proves also, that 
defensive war, navigation, com- 
merce, manufacturing institu- 
tions, and whatever else removes 
restraints, cuts off the means 
of religious instruction, or ex- 
poses to the contagion of bad ex- 
ample, are means which the le- 
gislature may never employ, 
though they are essential, not 
only to thewell-being,but even to 
the being of the State or nation ; 
because, all these tend, in their 
influence on the heart, to depre- 
ciate public morals: proving too 
much, therefore, it proves noth- 
ing. 

The result of the whole is, 
that the legislature is justified 
in granting lotteries for the at- 
tainment of objects important to 
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the welfare of church or state, 
not constantly occurring, and 
permanent in their effects, when 
the state of things will not suffer 
them to have recourse to better 
means. 


PRISCUS, 
a ee 


Practical Remarks on the right 
Use of Speech. 


KNOW nothing in which 

men are so apt to deceive 
themselves, as with respect to 
those sins which may be called 
negative. It is especially to be 
feared that they do not sufficient- 
ly consider the purposes which 
the faculty of speech is design- 
ed to answer, nor the evil which 
results from its misapplication. 
The same persons, for instance, 
who would shudder to use pro- 
fane or vicious language, feel 
no remorse in the contempla- 
tion of the vain and frivolous dis- 
course, which may have wasted 
their time, and dissipated their 
thoughts. It is true, they may 
not have spoken ill of any one ; 
they may not have uttered words 
which can be pronounced inju- 
rious or corrupt. No: but exam- 
ine their conversation through- 
out the day, and you will find it, 
perhaps, to be light and trifling. 
directed to no good or useful 
purpose. Nothing has been 
said, that is calculated to in- 
struct, to profit, or even to en- 
tertain, a pious mind. And is 
not such a state of things to be 
deplored? Is there no sin in 
this ? Is there nothing criminal 
in being slothful, or frivolous; 
in neglecting opportunities of 
doing good ; in misemployiog 
valuable talents? Does the facul- 
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ty of speech, when so employ- 
ed, answer the end for which 
jt was given? Is such conver- 
sation that which God will ap- 
prove, that which becomes a 
Christian ? Surely we must an- 
swer these questions in the 
negative ; and must consent to 
place such a use of speech a- 
mong those sins of omission 
which, as much as any other, 
ought to be the object of just 
dread. 

AChristian ought to study, not 
only to act, but to speak, in a wise, 
rational, useful, and holy manner. 
Some savor of godliness and 
heavenly wisdom ought to ap- 
pear in his conversation, and to 
tincture his words: and if his 
heart is right with God, this 
will not fail to be the case. “A 
good man, out of the good trea- 
sure of his heart, bringeth forth 
good things.’ At least, of this 
we may be assured, that every 
enlightened Christian, on the 
review at night of his conduct 
and conversation during the day, 
will see ample grounds to hum- 
ble himself before God, and to 
implore his forgiveness, though 
his words may not have been 
absolutely idle and useless, yet 
if they have not tended to the 
glory of God, and the advantage 
of those with whom he has con- 
versed. 

It may be replied, perhaps, 
that if we are thus to weigh our 
words, we shall banish all free- 
dom, and consequently all en- 
joyment, from conversation.— 
But this is a mere misconcep- 
tion. That watchfulness over 
the tongue, which I would re- 
commend, is inconsistent neither 
with cheerfulness, nor with in- 
hocent mirth, nor with ease and 
Sreedom in conversation. My 
Vo. IV. No. 3. 
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position is simply this ; that 
every real Christian will careful- 
ly watch over the spirit and ten- 
dency of his words, and will feel 
deeply how much he daily comes 
short of his duty in the use he 
makes of his speech. He will 
therefore be on his guard against 
indulging in idle and vain con- 
versation ; and he will see it to 
be clearly incumbent on him to 
glorify God with the best mem- 
ber he has. 

All this necessarily follows 
from the nature of his views 
and principles. For let it not 
be supposed, that to a Christian 
this watchfulness over his tongue 
will be a matter of constraint 
and labor—as I admit it would 
be, if such vigilance were con- 
fined only to the words of his 
mouth. A Christian—I mean, 
a real Christian—is one who is 
earnestly bent on becoming par- 
taker of a divine nature, and on 
escaping the corruptions that 
are in the world through lust. 
He longs to be conformed to the 
will of his God and Saviour. It 
is the stedfast and deliberate ob- 
ject of his choice, to be holy in 
all manner of conversation.— 
This is the work, the great, the 
daily work, in which he is en- 
gaged : and he most justly looks 
upon all other things as frivolous 
and vain, when compared to this 
one thing needful. He there- 
fore voluntarily, and with the 
full consent of his heart, watches 


over his tongue, because he. 


hates sin and loves righteous- 
ness. 

Let us here consider the man- 
ner in which such a man—one 
whose heart is right with God— 
will employ his powers of 
speech. He will speak of God 
often, but always with a high 
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degree of reverence, awe, and 
love. He will treat sacred things 
with the respect which is due to 
them ; and, especially, will he 
ever mention the blessed word 
of God with an affection and re- 
verence demonstrative of the 
deep regard he entertains for it. 
The law of God will be his 
guide and counsellor, and the 
words of Christ will dwell richly 
in his mind. He will be on the 
watch for opportunities to incul- 
cate religious views and princi- 
ples, and always in such a man- 
ner as shall be likely to recom- 
mend religion to others ; while 
he manifests the deep sense he 
himself entertains of its worth. 
His conversation will then be a 
blessing to all around him, and 
his words a reproof to the pro- 
fane and corrupt. In conversing 
about his neighbor, he will bear 
in mind the golden rule of ¢ do- 
ing to others as he would wish 
they should do to him :’ he will 
therefore be candid, and tender, 
and merciful in the construction 
which he puts on the conduct of 
others. Noone will suffer in 
his reputation, unnecessarily, 
from his words: nor will any 
one be unbecomingly held up by 
him to ridicule. He will take 
heed not to flatter those with 
whom he converses, or to say 
one word which may encourage 
them in their vices. Faithful 
and plain, yet affectionate and 
mild, he will advise honestly, re- 
prove faithfully, and declare the 
truth unreservedly. Just and 
upright in his dealings, he will 
be equally careful not to deceive 
in his words. Modest and hum- 
ble, he will not talk for ostenta- 
tion and display. Sober-minded 
and serious, he will not indulge 
in “ foolish jesting, which is not 
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convenient.” Discreet and pru- 
dent, he will not waste the pre- 
cious hours in frivolous and use- 
less discourse. In a word, he 
will always aim to do good as 
far as he can: he will be the 
prudent adviser, the warm and 
steady friend, the tender com- 
forter of all who are in affliction, 
the faithful reprover of every 
thing sinful, the ready assistant 
and counsellor of all who are 
truly disposed to serve God.— 
Thus will God be glorified, and, 
through the divine blessing, ma- 
ny of his fellow-creatures in the 
highest degree benefitted. 

And here, while I have been 
drawing this picture, the views 
of my readers have, I trust, been 
directed to our blessed Lord and 
Saviour, who was indeed all, and 
much more than all, that I have 
described. What wisdom di- 
rected his words ! What fervent 
love to God breathed in them! 
What ardent compassion and 
love to man ever influenced 
them! Let us take him for our 
model. Let the same princi- 
ples influence us which anima- 
ted him ; and then our words 
will be ordered with a discretion 
and wisdom bearing some re- 
semblance to his. 

Before I conclude this paper, 
I would urge it upon my readers 
to employ what has been said as 
atest of the real state of their 
souls. ‘“ By thy words thov 
shalt be justified, and by thy 
words thou shalt be condemn- 
ed.” And here I would not lay 
the stress upon speaking, in it- 
self considered, but rather as 4a 
faithful index of the state of the 
soul. Norought we to try our- 
selves by those measured and 
studied discourses in which we 





may have conceived it proper to 
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introduce something religious, 
or even much that is religious ; 
but by the general strain of our 
discourse when it is most free 
and unrestrained. It will then, 
in general, indicate faithfully the 
state of our hearts. It behoves 
us, therefore, seriously to inquire 
whether we have shewn, bya 
good conversation, the fruits of 
righteousness to the glory of 
God? Whether our tongues 
have been made instruments of 
good, in the manner I above 
have described ? Whether we 
have been daily exercising watch- 
fulness over our speech? For 
unless we are habitually watch- 
ing over our conversation, ex- 
amining its motives, and correct- 
ing its faults, we have not acqui- 


red the true spirit of Christéan- 


ity. 

Another reflection I would 
make isthis ; that would we but 
open our eyes to perceive our 
defects in this. one point, we 
should see enough to hum- 
ble us in the very dust be- 
fore God. Were we to reckon 
up all the idle hours of our con- 
versation, all the discourses in 
which the gratification of our 
vanity has been the prevailing 
object, all the ill-natured and sa- 
tirical remarks we have made on 
others, all the instances in which 
we have swerved either directly 
or indirectly from the truth ; we 
should find the sum of our of- 
fences, even of this one descrip- 
tion, to be so large, that if it did 
not deeply affect us, it must be 
owing to a very hard and insen- 
sible heart. We may well say, 
“ Who can tell how oft he of- 
fendeth ?” “Cleanse thou me 
from my secret faults.” And 
here let it be remembered, that 
were the same strict examina- 
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tion to be instituted into every 
other branch of conduct, there 
would probably be found the 
same alarming deficiency. What 
reason then have we to be thank- 
ful, that, through the Atone- 
ment provided for sinners, we 
may,nevertheless, approachGod, 
in the humble hope, that, on our 
repentance, and faith in the Re- 
deemer, we shall be pardoned 
and accepted by him! 

But, lest we should lose the 
benefit of the preceding remarks 
by resting in generalities, I 
would urge on my readers the 
immense importance of * order- 
ing our sfeech aright.” It is re- 
presented by the apostle as an 
indispensable qualification, that 
we should bridle our tongues. — 
“ If any man among you seem 


{ to be religious, and bridleth not 


his tongue, but deceiveth his 
own heart, that man’s religion is 
vain.” .Let us then learn to 
weigh our words, Ifa man ut- 
ters every vain and foolish thing 
which enters his mind, he can- 
not but sin ; but it becomes us to 
restrain ourselves in this respect, 
and also secretly to inquire, whe- 
ther the conversation inwhich we 
are engaged be such as it ought 
to be. Here, Christian self-de- 
nial must often be exercised : 
and, if we are anxiously enga- 
ged in the great work of secu- 
ring the favor of God, we shall 
not neglect to examine each 
night what our words have been 
through the day; and we shall 
make it a constant subject of 
prayer and of watchfulness, that 
we do not offend with our 
tongue. Without this we can- 
not be steadily pursuing our 
Christian course. On the other 
hand, if we adopt this method 
with respect to our words, we 
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shall soon be led to do it in other 
things ; and there is, perhaps, 
no practice which would tend 
more effectually than this to our 
religious improvement, or which 
would better assist us to pass 
through life honorably to our- 
selves, usefully to others, and 
uprightly to the glory of God. 


[Ch. Od, 
—— 5 
The Christian Soliloquist. 
No. Ill. 
THE BIBLE. 


‘HIS holy and blessed book 
was put into my hands in 

my early childhood. It made 
almost the first impressions that 
were made upon my mind.— 
How did the account it gives of 
the creation, the sabbath, of mar- 
riage, of the fall, of the murder 
of Abel, the translation of E- 
noch, of the wickedness of man, 
of the piety of Noah, and of 
the flood, arrest my attention 
and engage my affections ! How 
often was my heart filled with 
fear and hope, with joy and sor- 
row, when I read the history of 
Cain and Abel, of Esau and Ja- 
cob, of Pharaoh and Moses, of 
Eli’s sons and Samuel, of Saul 
and David, of Elijah and Ahab! 
What grief was excited by the 
afflictions and complaints of Job! 
How various were my views and 
feelings on reading the vari- 
ous strains of the sweet singer 
of Israel ! Nor was my mind 
less affected by the keen re- 
proofs, the vehement expostula- 
tions, the pathetic intreaties, 
the decisive threatenings, the 


The Christian Soliloquist. 
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heartbreaking lamentations, and 
the glorious predictions of ihe 
inspired prophets and faithful 
messengers of the Lord God of 
hosts. How was my mind ab- 
sorbed in reading of the birth,the 
ministry, the miracles, the pray- 
ers,the tears, the condemnation, 
the crucifixion, the resurrection, 
and ascension of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ! Nor did the descent 
and operations of the Holy Spirit, 
the preaching and success of 
the apostles, the love, the joy, 
the faith, and hope of believers, 
the enmity and folly, the mad- 
ness, and weakness, and misery 
of unbelievers, less engage my 
mind and affect my heart. How 
often did the account which the 
bible gives of God and the law, 
of Christ and the gospel, of sin 
and its curse, of death and judg: 
ment, of heaven and hell, oblige 
me to close the book in silence, 
and to tremble and weep in se- 
cret places ! Nor could I live in 
sin without constant fear while 
I believed the bible was true— 
Alas, the madness and folly of 
my heart in laboring for years to 
disbelieve and reject this sacred 
volume! What did I gain, or 
what could I seek by my despe- 
rate atheism and unbelief? “ Re- 
membering mine affliction and 
my misery, the wormwood and 
the gall ;—my soul hath still in 
remembrance, and is humbled 
in me.” Ah! the blackness of 
the darkness and the prison of 
despair, in which I involved and 
cenfined myself, by rejecting 
the Saviour and resisting the 
Spirit! What gloomy days 
what sleepless nights, what te- 
dious months, what tormenting 
years ; while I hated the holy 


| gospel and strove to believe the 


lies of Satan, and the deceits of 
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the ungodly ! Often did I wish 
I had never been born. Often 
did I wish I could now cease to 
exist. Every soothing error 
was imbibed. Every refuge of 
lies was tried. Swill I was like 
the troubled sea. There was 
no light, there was no hope but 
from the bible, which I hated 
with all my heart. This blessed 
book kindly proclaimed the 
name of God, the blood of Je- 
sus, and the grace of the Spirit. 
Often did I resolve to open and 
read the sacred volume, so long 
dreaded and neglected. But 
the open wickedness, of my life 
and the violent corruption of 
my heart, could not endure the 
purity and majesty of divine 
truth, Happy the hour, when 
the spirit of truth, and love, and 
joy, revealed the Saviour to my 
heart in the fulness of power, 
of beauty, of glory and compas- 
sion ! O the glory of that pow- 
erand grace, that have slain the 
pride, the folly and unbelief of 
my heart, and caused me to 
hear, to know, to love, and be- 
lieve the voice of truth! How 
sweet is the light of truth ! 
How consoling the words of 
Jesus to my sorrowful spirit ! 
This unction of the Spirit re- 
moves every doubt. What 
beauty and glory adorn the doc- 
trines and the duties of Chris- 
tianity ! How exalted is the 
mighty, how fearful, yet lovely 
the holiness, the bible ascribes 
to God ! What meanness and 
vileness does it justly ascribe to 
man ! Yet to this creature God 
speaks in the sweetest love ! 
To this sinful, guilty, hateful, 
wretched,and shameful creature, 
God; in his word declares the 
secrets of his heart, and reveals 
the counsels of heaven ! O my 
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Father and my God! “ How 
sweet are thy words unto my 
taste! yea, sweeter than honey 
tomy mouth !” Why do my 
Christian brethren, who have 
been called and taught of God, 
and have, as new born babes, 
desired the sincere milk of the 
word, ever neglect this divine 
nourishment ?—Q the madness 
and misery of sinners in hating 
the instructions and counsels of 
heaven! For ever blessed and 
praised be the name of. the 
Lord for what he is now doing, 
to send the bible into every part 
of the earth. Oit shall be in 
every language, in every nation, 
in every family, in every hand ! 
O our Father in heaven, bestow 
a powerful and gracious unction 
of the Spirit upon all thy chil- 
dren, that they may more high- 
ly esteem and reverently love 
thy lively -oracles. Pity the 
heathen, pity the children of 
Abraham, have mercy on infi- 
dels in Christian lands, and write 
thy truth in their hearts, that 
they may know, love, and praise 
thy great, and holy, and dreadé 
ful name for ever and ever. 





Religious Intelligence. 
DOMESTIC. 


Extract of a Letter from Rev. 
Seth Sage, dated Windsor, Ni 
Y. 24th January, 1811, to the 
EpDiror. 


“ GOD is signally appearing 
in his glory upon the banks of 
Susquehannah, and building up 
Zion. Like himself He works 
wondrously. Christ’s observa 





















































; 
' 


ere - 


— 




































































































































































ito Revival of Religion in Orwell, Vt. 


tion is again verified, and we live 
in a moment when “ the dead 
hear his voice.” Since the year 
hath commenced, we have seen 
great things; many are born 
into the kingdom, and become 
reconciled to God, have com- 
fort ; others lying under the 
burden of guilt ; others con- 
tending with a Saviour-God.— 
Solemnity pervades generally. 
What will be the result God on- 
ly knows : of this we are confi- 
dent, mary appear to be clothed 
in their right minds, sitting 
meekly at the Saviour’s feet, 
bearing and. rejoicing. Their 
attention is totally changed ; 
they want to hear intelligence 
concerning the Redecmer’s king- 
dom. Your Evangelical Maga- 
zine they wall account a treas- 
ure.” 


ib + om 


Revival of Religion in Orwell, Vt. 
Yrom Tue * ADVISER,’ 


December, 1810. 


THE anxiety of many pious 
individuals has doubtless been 
considerable, to see the facts de- 
tailed, respecting the late glori- 
ous work of God in this place. 
That an account of them has 
been withholden longer, than is 
usual in similar cases, is true. 
That there have been any suffi- 
cient reasons for it may be doubt- 
ed. Still however, a narrative 
of the revival of religion in this 
town may be interesting and 
useful. At the time of my 
settlement, in the year 1808, 
there were about sixty members 
belonging to the church. On 
the day of my ordination, there 
extsted an unusual solemnity, 
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and, as afterwards appeared, the 
beginning of a special religious 
attention. The consequence 
was that about 30 persons gave 
evidence of being created anew 
in Christ Jesus. After this no- 
thing of importance occurred, 
and a state of uncommon stupi- 
dity ensued until about the first 
of last January. Previous, how- 
ever, to any extraordinary im- 
pressionson the minds of the un- 
renewed, there was an uncom- 
mon degree of animation visible 
in Christians. They appeared 
to have a deep and penitent sense 
of their past remissness, and an 
anxious concern for the conver- 
sion and salvation of their fellow 
men. About this time, the 
church, by particularagreement, 
and [ trust in their practice, set 
apart three times in a day for 
the purpose of secret devotion, 
the special design of which was 
to implore the convincing and 
sanctilying influences of the Di- 
vine Spirit. The consequence 
was, that harmony and brotherly 
love prevailed in the church to 
as great a degree as I have ever 
witnessed among the friends of 
Zion. A little subsequent to 
the hopeful appearances in the 
church, several young people 
were induced to attend a reli- 
gious conference in Shorcham, 
an adjacent towa, in which an 
uncommonly extensive revival 
of religion then prevailed. At 
this conference two or three 
of them received impressions, 
which never left them until they 
submitted unconditionally to the 
terms of salvation. When they 
returned from Shoreham, they 
attended religious conferences; 
and although it was some time 
after, before they entertained a 
hope of their conversiontoChrist, 
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they could not refrain from 
publicly expressing a sense of 
their danger and of the extreme 
depravity of their hearts. This 
appeared to produce considera- 
ble effect upon the minds of a 
number of others. From this 
time religious meetings were 
exceedingly solemn. The num- 
ber of them was also greatly 
increased, and they were gen- 
erally crowded. The work, 
about the same time, spread 
with great rapidity into three or 
four different districts. The 
utmost attention was paid to ev- 
ery part of religious worship. It 
was not uncommon to see anum- 
ber of awakened persons three 
or four miles distant from home. 
Such was the strength of their 
solicitude to know what they 
should do to be saved. In the 
course of this work, it reached 
one of the schools. And when 
itis considered what obstacles it 
had to encounter in its progress, 
I think it willbe apparent, that 
few, if any circumstances, oc- 
curred among us, which tended 
more effectually to display the 
agency of God and to evince 
the futility of human opposition. 
The preceptor of the school was 
a youth, in age not far from a 
number of his scholars, and in 
sentiment a professed infidel. 
But the power of God was not 
to be counteracted, nor his pur- 
poses to be disannulled. Two 
females, who belonged to the 
school, the oldest fifteen, the 
other eleven, had for some time 
been sensibly impressed with 
a view of their lost state by na- 
ture, and were at length made 
hopefully the subjects of saving 
grace. At an intermission of 
the school, they called on their 
companions to come and hear 
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what God had done for their 
souls, and exhorted them to go 
to Christ, who isa holy, yet a 
kind and merciful Saviour.— 
Their exhortations had a pow- 
erful effect, and appeared to be 
attended with the convincing 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 
At the expiration of the com- 
mon period of the intermission, 
the preceptor collected his 
scholars, that they might pro- 
ceed with their usual studies. 
But what must have been his. 
surprise, when, among the 
whole number, consisting of 
more than thirty, there was 
scarcely one, who could fix his 
attention on any thing except 
his eternal welfare! On their 
being first collected, he perceiv- 
ed, that their minds were sol- 
emn and deeply affected. He 
inquired the cause, and found 
that their impressions were of @ 
religious nature. They desired 
him to pray. But think of the 
ability of an infidel to pray, or 
to point out to inquiring souls 
the method of salvation. In 
some measure conscious of his 
inability as well as indisposition, 
he sent and requested the aid of 
two men, who professed reli- 
gion. When the request came, 
I was providentially present and 
repaired directly to the school- 
house. The scene which here 
presented itself, was both joy- 
ful and distressing, and beyond 
any thing I had ever before wit- 
nessed. Some were exclaim- 
ing that they were going imme- 
diately to eternal ruin, others, 
that they could not live in their 
present state of distress, and 
others were inquiring in the 
language of scripture, “ What 
shall we do?” Aware, that such 
circumstances were wholly in- 
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consistent with communicating 
information, I felt it necessary 
to soothe their feelings and 
calm their passions, which was 
at length effected, not however, 
without extreme exertion. Af- 
ter the tumult of their passions 
had ina measure subsided, I 
made inquiry concerning the 
state of their minds, and found 
that almost all the oldest schol- 
ars were sensible that they were 
great sinners and justly deserv- 
ing endless misery, while the 
alarm and agitation of the chil- 
dren were principally the effect 
of sympathy. In the mean 
time a number of the brethren 
of the church were collected, 
and the remainder of the day 
was spent in praying with the 
scholars and giving them reli- 
gious instruction. 

The teacher of the school, 
who should not be forgotten, 
and who, I hope, will be had in 
merciful remembrance before 
God, stood when I entered his 
shool, apparently ina state of 
wonder and amazement. Know- 
ing his sentiments, I inquired 
the cause of the singular and 
melancholy condition, in which 
I found his scholars. He re- 
plied that he did not know. I 
asked him if he had been cor- 
recting them. He said, he had 
not. I then asked him what he 
thought was the occasion of the 
present state of his school.— 
He answered that he could al- 
lege no philosophical reason. 
Remaining still dissatisfied with 
his answer, I pressed the last 
question. Being no longer able 
to evade a direct reply, and be- 
ing unwilling to give me an un- 
true account of his opinion, he 
answered with tears inyolunta- 
tily bursting from his eyes, « I | 
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begin to think it is the spirit of 
God.” “And well you may,” 
I answered ; “ for I do not see 
how an Atheist could doubt it.” 
From that period, he began to 
be alarmed, and continued to be 
concerned until, as is charitably 
hoped by Christians, he was 
translated from darkness into 
light. The work in this school 
terminated in the hopeful con- 
version of the master, and, if 
my recollection be correct, of 
sixteen of the oldest of his schol- 
ars. A similar occurrence was 
witnessed in another school, but 
not so striking, and nothing pe- 
culiarly interesting attended it, 
different from what has been re- 
lated in the preceding account. 

Two Deists, one or two Uni- 
versalists, three or four per- 
sons, above fifty, and two, above 
seventy, have been, in the judg- 
ment of charity, born into the 
kingdom of Christ. One. of 
them has since died in the tri- 
umphs of faith. 

The means of conviction were 
various. Some dated their first 
concern from hearing the expe- 
rience of others, some from ex- 
hortation, others from preach- 
ing, or from the doctrine of 
election, an apprehension, that 
they were not elected, arising in 
their minds. 

The numbers of different 
ages, who have been, asit is ho- 
ped, savingly interested in this 
work are the following : Forty 
between eight and fourteen; 
fifty between fourteen and twen- 
ty-three ; and fifty-seven or 
eight’ from twenty-three and 
upward. 

Among one hundred and fil 
ty, who are considered subjects 
of the work, I know of but four 


or five instances of such back-- 











sliding, as should destrey Chris- 
tian charity. 

The effusion of the Divine 
Spirit among ‘us appeared to 
terminate last April. Since that 
time nothing uncommon has oc- 
curred. Seventy-six have join- 
ed our church, ten stand pro- 
pounded, twenty, or not far from 
that number, have united with 
the baptists. “The remainder 
have not yet made a public pro- 
fession of their faith. 

Mason KnapeEn. 

Orwell, October 26, 1810. 
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Extract of a letter from Mr. D. 
L. Dodge, dated New-York, 
29th October, 1810, addressed 
to R. Ralston, Esq. Philadel- 
phia. 


MY DEAR SIRy 


“ Tne Directors of the New- 
York Bible Society have*author- 
ized me to transmit $ 1000 for 
them, and § 100 received from 
the Young Men’s Society, to Mr. 
Carey and his friends at Bengal, 
to aid them in their good work 
of translating the Scriptures in- 
to the native languages of India. 
The object of this is to solicit 
your friendly aid in obtaining a 
good conveyance, free of ex- 
pense, if practicable.” 


—2- ae 


FOREIGN. 

[Several of the following letters are 
selected from the ‘ Religious In- 
Structor,’ a new Magazine pub- 
lished at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
and supposed to be patronized by 
a number of principal Clergymen, 
in the Presbyterian Church of the 
middle States. ] Ep. 
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Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
J. Gordon, to R. Ralston, Esq. 
Philadelphia, dated Calcutta, 
November 2, 1809. 


MY DEAR SIR, 


By the good hand of our Hea- 
venly Father we are brought to 
this place, in a comfortable mea- 
sure of health and strength. It 
is very near three years since 
we left our friends and country, 
for this land of darkness and 
death ; but, upon which the Sun 
of righteousness has begun to 
shine, and his cheering influence 
is seen and felt. It is indeed, 
devoted to idolatry. Here are 
gods many, and lords many, of 
stone, earth, wood and gold ; 
the latter, with heathen, and 
the called Christian has the 
greatest Poogate, 

Here, however, there are a 
few whose garments are not de- 
filed ; may their number be in- 
creased and their glory be 
great ! Of the state of religion 
in this country you will be infor- 
med by those who have more 
extensive information, and in- 
timate acquaintance than such 
anovice as I, can be supposed 
to have. 

Our passage was a short one, 
we were just 114 days on board ; 
O that the great head of his 
church may make some use of 
us to promote his glory, in dis- 
pelling the darkness which pre- 
vails ; he can use feeble instru- 
ments. During our voyage we 
were favored with frequent op- 
portunities of speaking to the 
men, had preaching every 
Lord’s day, on deck, we had fam- 
ily worship, once every day, in 
the cabin. Some of the bibles 


and the tracts were distributed 
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among the ship’s company, and 
we had the pleasure to see them 
read. Happy should I be to 
say that any lasting effect has 
been produced, however, they 
are left without excuse, for they 
have heard of a Saviour. In 
conversing with some I have 
often been led to hope well ; it 
was peculiarly pleasant to see 
them engaged on the Sabbath 
day in reading the sacred scrip- 
tures—three or four learned to 
read during the voyage, one up- 
wards of forty years of age. 
We had nothing very remark- 
able to record. Mrs. L. was 
confined about five weeks after we 
were out and was very ill, but 
got soon up, the Lord appeared 
to give her a good time. Round 
the Cape it was rough and cold. 
We had the happiness to mcet 
with the dear brethren from Se- 
rampoor on the 14th Septem- 
ber, who received us with open 
hearts and arms. We have had 
Many opportunities of meeting 
with them. ‘They are diligent, 
laborious men of God ; he has 
honored them much in his ser- 
vice.——The place of worship in 
Calcutta is well attended, and 
there are added to the church of 
such as shall be saved. They 
have manifested the greatest 
kindness ; we have been suffer- 
ed to join in the communion of 
their church, making it appear, 
that we are all one in Christ, 
and members one of another. 


——— toe 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
W. Lee, tothe Rev. J. J. Janew 
way, Philadelphia, dated Viza- 
gapfatam, January 6, 1810. 
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(Manca, 


Very Dear Brother in Christ, 


Mrs. Lee and myself, with 


| our two children arrived in safe- 


ty from Bengal at this place, on 
the Lithof December last, after 
a passage of sixteen days, ina 
native brig, and a journey of 15 
miles in palankcens. Nothing 
could have afforded us more 
mutual pleasure, than joining 
this mission with our beloved 
brother and sister Desgranges. 
We now anxiously wait the ar- 
rival of brother and sister Gor- 
don whom we left in Calcutta. 

Ihave commenced learning 
the Gentoo language, for which 
purpose, have a Brahmin from 
morning to night. I begin to 
read a little, but can only under- 
stand a word here and there. | 
find all my powers and resolu- 
tion, patience and time, are ne- 
cessary in order to make any 
progress ; otherwise the difi- 
culties will prove insurmounta- 
ble. 

It is not easy for you, my 
dear sir, to form a jodgment of 
the miserable condition of the 
natives around, were you here 
with us, you would feel for them, 
perhaps, more than you poss- 
bly can, at such a distance ; 4 
your pity at home, can only be 
moved, by what you hear and 
not by what you see. Here are 
idols and temples all around us, 
and thousands, yea tens of thou- 
sands, are daily sacrificing t 
devils. The very same objec: 
tions, which I have heard offer- 
ed against the gospel in Europ 
and America, are common 2 
mongst this people. If you tell 
them tke impropriety of lying 
and cheating, &c. which pracll- 
ces form a part of their religion 
they will tell youin reply, the’ 
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it is the custom of ‘the country, 
«‘ that they are not accountable 
for any of their evil actions, as 
God is the author of every thing, 


beth good and bad, and if evil | 


displeased Him he would pre- 
vent it.” Talk tothem, about 
the vanity of their idols ; their 
inability to afford them any re- 
lief, their number and different 
kinds, they will try to persuade 
you, that the God they worship, 
is all one with ours; that as 
there are many rays in the sun, 
and all emanations from the 
same, so the numberless idols, 
which they worship, form but 
one God, and are so many ema- 
nations from him. They are, 
however, a very timid and sub- 
missive people, though so de- 
ceitful, that,it is difficult to form 
a judgment respecting them, as 
they will frequently make pre- 
tensions to religion, from sinis- 
ter motives. ‘This renders it 
necessary, to wait a considerable 
time, before a candidate can be 
admiited to baptism. 

There is a Christian Brah- 
min, (whom { have not yet had 
the pleasure of seeing, being 
absent on a visit to his friends,) 
in this mission, who assists bro- 
ther Desgranges in the transla- 
tion of the scriptures, who, to- 
gether with his wife, adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour, 
and are likely, by the blessing 
of God, to be of great use a- 
mongst the heathen. 

The translation goes on slow- 
ly, the death of brother Cran 
was a great hindrance, our arri- 
val will Lhope, in some measure, 
contribute to its progress ; not 
that we can do any thing to it 
ourselves, but other things, such 
as the school, &c. will fall upon 
us, and brother D. can spend 
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more of his time to this delight- 
ful work. Matthew and Mark’s 
gospels are complete, and to the 
end of Romans is ready for ex- 
amination. 

Many persons come to enquire 
about the Christian religion, 
when tracts, in their own lan- 
guage, are put into their hands, 
which they read with attention 
and some degree of astonish- 
ment, so that we are not with- 
out hope that God will, in due 
time, open the hearts of his 
people to receive divine truth. 


—_+eo-—— 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. 
W. Lee, to the Rev. Dr. A. 
Green, Philadelphia, dated Vi- 
zagapfatam, Jan. 11, 1810. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


You will be glad to hear that 
we are all, through divine good- 
ness, in health and happily uni- 
ted with our brother and sister 
Des Granges in this place. I 
found my dear brother alone in 
the work, having been bereaved 
of his colleague, (G. Cran,) 
about a year ago. This has been 
to him an afflictive providence 
indeed, but the Lord has done 
all things well; and has now 
placed other though unworthy 
missionaries, in his room. 

Iam daily studying the lan- 
guage with my Brahmin, but 
cannot make much progress as 
yet, I begin to find out some of 
the difficulties, which attend it-; 
but these are common to all be- 
ginners and to all languages ; 
on this account, therefore, they 
are not a source or cause of dis- 
couragement. 
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The other evening I passed 
in my walk a kind of altar, or 
square monument, in the form 
of steps ; which was erected in 
memory of a woman who burnt 
herself on that spot ; (about a 
quarter of a mile from our 
house)—at this place some 
Brahmins and people of a lower 
cast, were assembled, to play 
music (which to an European 
is of the roughest kind, but to 
them most melodious,) and of- 
fer some sacrifice, to the dead, 
(a fowl or something of the 
kind) which the Brahmins af- 
terwards devour; on our re- 
turn, we found the altar desert- 
edand a light left burning on it. 

This day brings the return of 
a great feast among the Gen- 
toos, which is to continue three 
days, all the natives of cast cel- 
ebrate this feast ; consequently 
no work can be done, either by 
the writers, mechanics, labor- 
ers, or servants. 

These holidays are very nu- 
merous in the course of the 
year, and occasion a great waste 
of time. How should we pity 
and pray for such superstitious, 
such idolatrous peple ? Surely 
if it was necessary that Christ 
should “ go through Samaria,” 
when he was on earth, it is ne- 
cessary, that he should come to 
this place, in the power of His 
Spirit, and the preaching of His 
gospel ; that He may communi- 
cate to their thirsty, dying sou!s 
that * living water, which will 
spring up unto everlasting life.” 
For this, let me intreat you, my 
dear sir, earnestly to pray ; but 
why need I urge this upon you? 
I know you pray for the hea- 
then, I know you pray for mis- 
sionaries, and would rejoice to 
hear of the success of the gos- 


Address. 
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pel amongst them. This will 
be news, which ,I hope to com- 
municate another day, till then, 
let us wrestle with God, as Ja. 
cob did, that we may prevail, 


wer he; 


Address. 


From perusing the letters 
above, the Editor congratulates 
his Christian readers on the in- 
creasing mass of evidence, that 
God is working in a wonderful 
manner to spread his own word 
in the languages of the Eastern 
Heathen. 

“ This isthe Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.” The Christian, who is 
seventy years of age, in his youth 
could not have believed that to 
take place, which his ears now 
hear, without resorting in his 
reflections to the Omnipotence 
of the great Head of the Church, 
who can do all things. Butit 
is done: There is no delusion in 
the business: And it is done by 
natural means, under the influ- 
ence of the Spirit of God in 
sanctifying proper instruments, 
and providing them with the 
means of operation. Nations 
and kingdoms have been shaken 
and changed to prepare the way 
for this event : They have been 
shaken by the vices of men, to 
prepare the way for the access 
of his own word. 

What American Christian, 
who is acquainted with the op- 
pression and poverty, under 
which his forefathers fied to 
these wilds, would have supp° 
sed, that one purpose, in the 
counsels of infinite wisdom was 
here to prepare a part of the 
means, through which the rich 
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Indies of the East, should read 
the gospel, in their own lan- 
guage! The factis true ; it was 
therefore predetermined in the 
counsels of Heaven. 

God chuses whom he will, 
both as the subjects and instru- 
ments of his grace.—By the per- 
fection of a number of the arts 
in, the Eastern world, a provis- 
ion of artists is made to engrave 
the laws of divine truth, and a 
thousand facilities in the under- 
taking have appeared, which 
were not conjectured before the 
attempt.— Missionaries are ne- 
cessary ; but above all, the word 
of God in their own language is 
necessary. A Missionary to the 
Heathen, without the word of 
God in their own language, is 
like an artist operating without 
the tools of his profession. —It 
is unhappy that this truth hath 
been so long overlooked in the 
reflections of Christians. They 
have ardently labored, without 
reflecting that God blesses his 
word more than all human in- 
struction. The great Doctor 
Tillotson, who was never sus- 
pected of enthusiasm, believed 
in the spread of the gospel thro’ 
the world, but supposed this e- 
vent could not take place, with- 
out the restoration of the gift 
of tongues primevally given to 
the Christian Church, by which 
men of every nation heard in 
their own language. Alas! he 
did not know so much on this 
subject, as may now be compre- 
hended by the plainest Ameri- 
can Christian who reads the in- 
telligence of this Magazine.— 
Such is human weakness in com- 
parison of the deep counsels of 
God, in the management of the 
kingdom of redemption ! 

The readers of this Maga- 
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zine have répeatedly been ad- 
dressed on the duty of giving 
liberally for the Yranslation of 
the Scrifitures into the Eastern 
Languages. The means of con- 
veyance have been pointed out. 
Robert Ralston, Esq. a merchant 
of eminence in Philadelphia, is 
the agent for transmitting bene- 
factions from this country to the 
Indies—Mr. Peter W. Gallau- 
det, a merchant of eminence in 
Hartford, is the agent for receiv- 
ing collections in this part of the 
country, and transmitting them 
to Mr. Ralston. 


Ep1Tor. 
ee 


HISTORICAL. 


From Laborde’s View of Spain. 


THERE are in all Spain fifty- 
eight cathedral chapters, and 
eighty-two collegiate chapters 
and abbeys of different orders. 


The secular clergy amount 
Pa eae eet 
Ministers of churches . 15,834 
Monks, of 1925 convents . 49,238 
Nuns, of 1081 ditto. . 22,347 


The Spanish church is rich- 
ly endowed: the archbishops 
and bishops in particular have 
princely revenues.» The archie- 
piscopal seat of Toledo is the 
first in rank and the wealthiest 
in Spain. It confers on its pos- 
sessor the title of primate, and 
a revenue of about 125,000/, 
The archbishop of Seville en- 
joys a revenue of about 34,375/. 
The revenue of Santiago is es- 
timated at about 28,621/. The 
archbishopric of Tarragona, the 
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ancient metropolis of almost 
half of Spain, possesses a rev- 
enue of about 18,533/. The 
archbishopric of Saragossa pos- 
sesses a revenue of about 25, 
2087. The ‘archbishopric of 
Valencia possesses a revenue of 
about 32,083. The bishop of 
Murcia receives annually about 
20,833/. Thebishop ol Lerida 
about 10,000/.; and to the other 
bishoprics are attached revenues 
more cr less considerable. Thre 
canonries are not less opulent 
in proportion. ‘The dignitaries 
of the chapters ere still more 
richly beneficed than the can- 


ons, Some of the monastic or- 
ders also possess limmense 


wealth : The Hieronymite mo- 
nastery at the Escurial has a 
revenue of 29,1662. 

The imposts peculiarly p2y- 
able by the clergy amount an- 
nually to about 437,840/. 18s. 
2d., exclusive of afew others, 
and the thirds of the revenue 
cf the archbishoprics and bish- 
oprics. The> clergy are also 
Hable, but in a small proportion, 
to the tax levied on the inhabi- 
tants of Spain in general. 

The conspicuous situations in 
the Spanish church are by no 
means considered as the patri- 
mony of the rich and noble, but 
as the well-merited reward of 
irreproachable conduct. Whiat- 


rarchy, lie never habitually ab- 
sents himself from his proper 
place of residence, where he 
expends the revenue of his ben- 
efice in alms or public works. 
¥rom the period of the re-con- 
quest of Spain from the Moors, 
most of the public establish- 
ments owe their foundation to 








the clerey ; by whom also} 






ew of Spain. [Mancx, 
whole towns have been rebuilt. 
The most beautiful aqueducts, 
fountains, and public: walks in 
the cities, have been construct- 
ed al the expense of their bish- 
ops. l’rom them, also, the poor 
have received the most effectual 
relicf in times of scarcity, epi- 
demic disease, and war. The 
bishop of Orense lodged and 
supported in his palace three 
hundred French priests, con- 
demned to transportation during 
the furies of the revolution : 
the prelate himself took his 
place at their table, and refused 
tu partake of any indulgence 
that he could not also procure 
for his guests. ‘The archbishop 
of Toledo converted the palace 
into an establishment, wherein 
are received two hundred chil- 
dren, and seven hundred poor 
persons of all ages. The bishop 
of Cordeva, during the scarcity 
of 1804, and for a long time af- 
terwards, made a daily distribu- 
tion of twelve hundred rations 
of bread to the poor of his dio- 
cese. ‘Yhe aqueduct of Tarra- 
gona is the work of the arch- 
bishop, who has thus conferred 
on the place the inappreciable 
bencfits of cleanliness. and 
health, to both of which it was 
long a stranger. Similar in- 
stances of public spirit may be 


‘found in almost every diocese. 
ever may be the rank of en ec- | 
clesiastic ‘in the sacerdotal hie- | 


ni 


NVote—The above account dis: 
plays the immense quantity of riches 
that are exposed to plunder and 
confiscation by the present war in 
that country. These are the riches 
of Rome and iis dependencies, 
which must be consumed in the 
burning fiery flame. Ep. 


Coal 
PHILOSOPHICAL, 


Tue following details, rela- 
tive tothe coal gas light, one 
of the great Improvements of 
which modern times may boast, 
are taken from an interesting 
memoir read before the Philoso- 
phical Society of Glasgow, by 
Mr. Richard Gillespie, by whose 
public spirit, and at whose 
works, this great experiment of 
permanently lighting an exten- 
sive manufactory by gas, was 
first undertaken in Scotland. 
The apparatus, made by Bolton 
and Watt, was fitted up at An- 
derston the latter end of last 
summer, and Mr. Gillespie’s 
works were illuminated in this 
manner at the beginning of No- 
vember. Since that time some 
great improvements have been 
made ; and the whole now consti- 
tutes a very pleasing exhibition. 
Two iron retorts, of a semi- 
cylindrical form, each capable 
of coftaining about one cwt. of 
coal, yield at every charge 750 
cubic fect of gas, which, after 
being washed, so as to deprive 
it of any disagreeable smell, is 
conducted into a large cubical 
plate-iron gasometer, of a capa- 
city equal to 1120 cubic feet. 
The gas evolved by the regular 
process of carbonization, during 
the day is here stored up for 
use. From this magazine, 
which floats in a water cistern, a 
main pipe issues, which after- 
wards branches into innumera- 
ble ramifications, some of them 
extending several hundred feet 
under ground ; thence to em- 
erge, diffusing over a multitude 
of apartments a kind of artificial 





Gas. lig 
day ;.so vivid is the illumina- 
tion. The flame, however, 
though exceedingly bright, is 
very soft and steady, and free 
from that dazzling glare which 
has been so greatly complained 
of in the otherwise beautiful light 
of the Argand lamps. No trouble 
attends this mode of illumina- 
tion ; the occasional attendance 
of one man in the gas house, to 
charge the retorts, and mend 
the fire, being all that is neces- 
sary. On turning a stop-cock, 
any particular flame may be 
kindled immediately, and no 
trimming or snufiing is requir- 
ed ;—neither are any sparks 
thrown off, as from a burning 
wick : 11-3 cubic feet of gas 
yield the same quantity of light 
as a moulded candle of six in 
the pound, which is found on 
the average, to last 2 1-2 hours. 
The contents of the gasometer 
are therefore equal to 900 such 
candles. To fill it requires 
three cwt. of coals, value at 6d. 
each cwt., ls. 6d. ; coal for heat- 
ing the retorts during the com- 
position, 1s.—Hence, for 2s. 6d., 
a quantity of light is procurable 
from coal gas, which, cbtained 
from candles, would cost about 
10/. But from the above charge 
for coal, we must deduct the 
whole expense of what goes in- 
to the retort, for this acquires 
additional value by being char- 
red, and is eagerly bought up 
by the iron-founders. A large 
quantity of tar is also obtained 
in the condensing pit, as well as 
ammoniacal liquor, from both 
of which considerable returns 
mav be reasonably expected. 
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POETRY. 


FROM THE INSTRUCTOR. 
[ Written by a young Lady of sixteen. | 
: MIDNIGHT. 


How sweet is the night, when in silver beams straying, 
‘The moon softly tinges the still gliding wave ! 

While in whispers the breeze ’mong the branches is playing, 
And soft falls the leaf, in its watery grave. 


No sound strikes the ear, save the soul soothing murmur, 
The water-fall sends on the breath of the night ; 

Whilst echo repeats the low sound, long, and firmer, 
And cheers the lull’d bosom with simple delight. 


The summer-house built ’neath the boughs of the willow, 
Hangs pensively over the breeze-dimpl’d stream ; 

While the moon’s silver radiance bespangles the billow, 
That sparkles, and melts in the soft trembling gleam. 


Sure the mild scene is spread to remove ev’ry sorrow ; 
To cheer the lone bosom with rapture sincere ;— 

From pleasures like these sweet reflection should borrow, 
A something to dry up the grief-falling tear. 


RE How sweet are the hours of a lone contemplation, 
i he : When silence, and moonlight repose on the scene ! 
Cmte + | The heart then can offer a purer oblation, 


if ; ; ) . 
ie hae Than when the gay objects of day intervene. 


Aid OR a Is not this a season to friendship improving, 
} it) | a Or love, to become an affection divine ! 
Te a ae And religion, in strains that are solemnly moving, 
en 4 ¢ To heaven the thoughts of her bosom resign ? 
ihe ha 4x) 
| pat; : aa O! may virtue for ever afford me protection ; 

Te aan ae Inculcate her precepts, and guide me in truth; 
he ey May my heart be the seat of no baneful affection, 

ae, To embitter in age, or to sully in youth. 

uy Ue D.C. J. 
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